Welcome to Y3/4

Welcome to Year 3’s Newsletter

Welcome back to school; we hope
you’ve had a wonderful break and
spent some quality time with
family and friends. We are looking
forward to our new topics this half
term and this newsletter should
help to inform you of your child’s
new learning.

Meet the team:

P e O

Simmonds - Mrs Sansi — Class
Teacher/Phase Leader/Assistant
Head of School

Si‘mnds - Mr Bashir — Class
Teacher/Assistant Head of School

Lewis - Miss Mahmood — Class

Mrs Thaper & Miss Rashid —
Teaching Assistants
English

Foundation Subjects:

History — How have children’s

lives changed?
By the end of this unit, children will

be able to make inferences and
deductions from primary and
secondary sources and be able to
explain why children needed to
work. Children will identify the jobs
Tudor and Victorian children had
and their working conditions.
Children will identify who Lord
Shaftesbury was and how he
changed the lives of children. They
will also identify diseases children
suffered from and discuss how
effective the treatments were.

Design Technology — Cooking and
nutrition

In this unit children will learn about
various fruits and vegetables, and
when, where and why they are
grown in different seasons.
Discover the relationship between
colour and health benefits.

Science — Animals including
humans

Children will learn animals, unlike
plants which can make their own
food, need to eat in order to get
the nutrients they need. They will
learn food contains a range of
different nutrients — carbohydrates
(including sugars), protein,
vitamins, minerals, fats, sugars,
water — and fibre that are needed
by the body to stay healthy. Also,
that a piece of food will often
provide a range of nutrients. They
will learn humans, and some other
animals, have skeletons and
muscles which help them move
and provide protection and
support.

Computing- Online safety

In computing lessons children will
learn what makes a safe password,
learn methods for keeping passwords
safe, understand how the Internet can
be used in effective communication,
understand how a blog can be used to
communicate with a wider audience.
Children will consider the truth of the
content of websites, learn about the
meaning of age restrictions symbols
on digital media and devices.

PSHE- Celebrating Difference

In this unit children will Know why
families are important, know that
everybody’s family is different, that
sometimes family members don’t get
along and some reasons for this. They
will know that conflict is a normal part
of relationships, what it means to be a
witness to bullying and that a witness
can make the situation worse or
better by what they do. They will
know that some words are used in
hurtful ways and that this can have
consequences.

Music — Glockenspiel stage 2

This unit will introduce the children to
learning about the language of music
through playing the glockenspiel. The
learning is focused around exploring
and developing playing skills through
the glockenspiel. Children will start to
use the scores and begin to read
notated music and gain an
understanding of the language of
music.

RE

Religious Education is taught through
the Birmingham Agreed Syllabus —
Sacre. Children will learn about values
through 24 dispositions over the
course of the school year. This half
term they will focus on caring for
others and the environment and
creating unity and harmony.
generous and caring for others and
the environment.




Reading
In Year 3, this half term we will be

reading and studying the text: The
Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe by
C.S. Lewis. We will be continuing our
whole class reading approach through
the Jane Considine reading scheme,
including Book Talk sessions, giving all
pupils the chance to read aloud and
discuss the text, as well as utilising the
reading domains — inference, retrieval,
summary and predicition and author
vocabulary choice when answering
comprehension questions.

NARNDA

Writing

We are using The Write Stuff by Jane
Considine to teach writing through
three zones: The FANTASTICs, The
Grammaristics and The Boomtastics.
Through this approach of 'sentence
stacking', children will understand and
use visual narrative and non-fiction
maps effectively and work on
techniques to collect essential
vocabulary for their independent
writing. They will produce a narrative
and a non-chronological report.

Spelling
We are continuing to use the No

Nonsense speliing scheme where the
children learn spelling patterns to
enable them to spell words in a range
of contexts. Each week, your child will
be focusing on a certain patterns or
set of words. The children will
complete activities, in which they
must understand the word and know
how to spell them.

Maths

We are following the White Rose
Scheme for maths and this term we
will be studying addition and
subtraction and multiplication and
division. Children will develop
confidence in the use of manipulatives
to recognise the size of numbers.
Children will recognise digits when
partitioning numbers.

MFL

Children will continue learning
French using the Rising Stars
scheme. They will learn words and
phrases around the units, ‘Games
and Songs’, and ‘Celebrations’.
Reading at home:

Our aim is to work with you to
develop and improve your child’s
reading skills. Children are
expected to read their eBook
/chosen reading book at least
three times to help children
develop their reading fluency.
Children will be able to choose a
‘reading for pleasure’ book from
the class library. This is a book
which can be shared with an adult
to enhance the joy of reading. It
would be helpful if parents could
record how children have read the
eBook in their yellow journals
which should be returned on
Fridays. Here is a super example...

KEY INFORMATION:

Morning snack — children can bring in
their own healthy snack.

Water bottles — please provide your
child with a water bottle and these
can be re-filled during the day.

Keep in touch — please contact us
should you have any concerns, queries
or wish to share news to celebrate
with us. Please call the office on
01216756787 or email us on
enquiry@grestoneacademy.com and
we will contact you as soon as
possible.

KEY DATES:

03.11.25 Back to school

7.11.25 Fire safety talk for children
3.12.25 Nutrition workshop for
children

9.12.25 & 10.12.25 Parents Evening
17.12.25 Christmas disco

19.12.25 Break up for holidays

REMINDERS
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An example of how it could
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We ask, when possible, for an
adult or older sibling to discuss
with the children what they have
read.

Here are a few examples of
guestions to discuss:

What has happened so far?
What might happen next?

Find a word/phase that means...?
How do you know is

feeling ? Why has the
author chosen the word

?
Homework:

20 minutes of reading per night
and TT Rockstars

Children should wear the correct
school uniform and black shoes.
Children should not wear any
jewellery, except a watch and stud
earrings. If you find that you are
struggling with uniform, please get in
touch as we can help you.

Thank you for your continued support
from the Y3 team.

PE

PE lessons will take place each week.
Children will be participating in team
building and team games with a focus
on building skills. Please ensure
children have a white t-shirt and black
shorts/jogging bottoms. They will
require pumps for indoor and trainers
for outdoor PE lessons. Children are to
come to school in their PE kits please.

PE days:
Lewis - Monday
Simmonds — Friday
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