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A long half term ends and we keep
looking forwards; much has been
achieved this half term and there is
still so much to do. We hope you
will have a wonderful half term
break spending quality time with
family and friends. We are looking
forward to our new topics next half
term and this newsletter should
help to inform you of your child’s
new learning.

Year 5 Team:

Mrs Sansi - Phase Leader/Assistant
Head of School

} &

Gill - Miss Alim — Class Teacher
Tolkien — Miss Akhtar — Class
Teacher

History: Were the Vikings
raiders, traders or something
else?

Children are taken on a
fascinating journey back in time
as they find out about the
Vikings. Children investigate
what the Vikings were really
like, create a Viking trade route
game and write their version of
a Viking saga. Finally, children
will evaluate the impact of the
Viking invaders on Britain and
display the achievements of the
Vikings in a ‘Viking achievement
gallery’.

ART: Sculpture and 3D
Interactive Installation

In this Year 5 unit, pupils learn
about 3D artwork. Taking
inspiration from famous
sculptors, children enhance
their skills and knowledge. They
learn about the features of
installation art and how it can
communicate a message;
explore the work of Cai Guo-
Qiang and discover how our life
experiences can inspire our art.

Animals: Materials

Computing:
The children will be working on the

following Purple Mash units:
Online Safety where children will
gain a greater understanding of the
impact that sharing digital content
can have. They will also know how
to maintain secure passwords.

Spreadsheets where children will
understand what a spreadsheet
looks like and be able to navigate
around a spreadsheet and enter
data

Music:

In music this term, we will be
studying Classroom Jazz. All the
learning is focused around two
tunes and improvising:

Three Note Bossa and Five Note
Swing

PSHE:

This term, we are going to be
exploring the topic ‘Celebrating
Difference’. Children will be taught
the importance of respect for
similarity and difference as well as
the importance of being unique.

RE:

The children will be studying the
topic Commitment where they will
understand how people show
commitment to their faith.




Mrs Parkes - Teaching Assistant

English

Reading
The children will be following the

Jane Considine approach in order
for them to talk confidently about
what they have read.

For our class novel, we will be
reading the text Wolf Brother by
Michelle Paver.

We will be continuing our whole
class reading approach, including
Book talk sessions, giving all pupils
the chance to read aloud and
discuss the text, as well as utilising
the reading domains — inference,
retrieval, summary and predicition
and author vocabulary choice when
answering comprehension
questions.
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Writing

The children will be following the
Jane Considine approach for
writng.

Children will produce a narrative
piece based on the short film ‘The
Christmas Truce’ directed by

In this unit children’s learning
will focus on how to determine
the hardness of different
materials and link this to their
uses, determine the
transparency of different
materials and link this to their
uses and link the thermal and
electrical conductivity of
different materials to their uses.
Children will be able to identify
and describe reversible

and irreversible changes.
Reading at home:

Our aim is to work with you to
develop and improve your
child’s reading skills. Children
are expected to read their
reading books daily for at least
10 minutes to help develop
their reading fluency. Children
will also be able to choose a
‘reading for pleasure’ book from
the class library. This is a book
which can be shared with an
adult to enhance the joy of
reading. It would be helpful if
parents could record how
children have read in their
reading journals which should
be in school every day. We ask,
when possible, for an adult or
older sibling to discuss with the
children what they have read.

Here are a few examples of
questions to discuss:

What has happened so far?
What might happen next?
Find a word/phase that
means...? How do you know

is feeling
? Why has the author
chosen the word ?

Physical Education’,

The topic for this term is athletics
and invasion games. The sessions
will be delivered by our sports
coach.

French:

The children will be learning to
speak and write in French and our
topic for this half termis ‘l am the
Music Man’. Children will be able
to respond to opinions about music
and musical instruments.
Homework:

Homework will be given out weekly
and we ask your supportin
ensuring your child completes and
hands in their homework.

20 minutes of reading per night
TT Rockstars at least 10 minutes
per night

Maths

Reading comprehension
Spelling

KEY INFORMATION:

Morning snack — children can bring
in their own healthy snack — no
crisps, sweets or chocolates please

Water bottles — please provide
your child with a water bottle and
these can be filled up during the
day.

Keep in touch — please contact us
should you have any concerns,
gueries or wish to share news to
celebrate with us. Please call the
office on 0121 6756787 or email us
on
enquiry@grestoneacademy.com
and we will contact you as soon as
possible.

KEY DATES:
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Ringan Ledwidge and a non fiction
piece based on the biography of
David Attenborough.

Spelling

We are using the No Nonsense
spelling scheme where the children
learn spelling patterns to enable
them to spell words in a range of
context.

Each week, your child will be
focusing on a certain sound or set
of words. The children will
complete activities, in which they
must understand the word and
know how to spell them. Every
week, we informally assess the
progress of these spellings.

We are following the White
Rose Scheme for maths and this
half term we will be focusing
on: multiplication, division,
converting fractions, comparing
fractions as well as adding and
subtracting fractions. Weekly
times tables test will take place.
Times tables remain vital to
children’s mental maths - the
quicker they recall times table
knowledge, the easier a whole
range of problems and
calculations become.

03.11.25 Back to school

9.12.25 & 10.12.25 Parents Evening
17.12.25 Christmas disco

19.12.25 Break up for holidays

REMINDERS:

Children should wear the correct
school uniform and black shoes.
Children should not wear any
jewellery, except a watch and stud
earrings. If you find that you are
struggling with uniform, please get
in touch as we may be able help to
you.

Thank you for your continued
support from the Y5 team.




