
  

 
 

HAPPY NEW SCHOOL YEAR!  Welcome 

back to school; we hope you’ve had a 

marvellous summer and spent some 

quality time with family and friends.  

We are looking forward to our new 

topics this term and this newsletter 

should help to inform you of your 

child’s new learning. 
 
Meet the team: 
                          
                        

 
                        1B – Miss Gill  
                         Class Teacher  
 

 
                            Ms Jenkins 
                        Teaching assistant 
 
English 
Phonics 
The children have daily phonics lessons 
following the Rocket Phonics scheme. 
Those needing extra phonics support will 
be given interventions as needed. 
 
Reading 
In Y1 the children will continue to follow 
The Rocket Phonics reading scheme which 
links to their Rocket Phonics scheme.  
 
Our author of the term is Julia Donaldson. 
We will read at a range of stories written 
by our author.   
 

Maths 
We are following the White Rose 
Scheme for maths and this term we 
will be studying place value within 10 
and addition and subtraction (within 
10).  
 

Foundation Subjects: 
 
Geography – What is it like Here? 

The children will be learning about 
the local area. They will locate 
where they live on an aerial 
photograph and recognise features 
within a local context. They will 
create maps using classroom 
objects before drawing simple 
maps of the school grounds. The 
children will follow simple routes 
around the school grounds and 
carrying out an enquiry as to how 
their playground can be improved. 
 

Art – Formal Elements of Art  
We will be exploring three of the 
formal elements of art: shape, line 
and colour. The children will mix 
and paint with secondary colours; 
use circles to create abstract 
compositions and work 
collaboratively to create a class 
piece of art inspired by water. 
 
 

Science-Introduction to Plants 

In this unit the children will be 

venturing outside to identify and 

name a variety of common wild 

and garden plants, including 

deciduous and evergreen trees. 

They use magnifying glasses to 

observe and name plant parts and 

sort leaves into groups based on 

appearance.  The children will 

investigate if beans need water for 

growth and identify edible plant 

parts. 

 
Reading at home: 

Our aim is to work with you to develop 

and improve your child’s reading skills.  

Children are expected to read their 

reading books every night to help 

children develop their reading fluency. 

Music - My Musical Heartbeat 
During this unit the children will learn 
that every piece of music has a 
heartbeat, a musical heartbeat. In 
music, it is called the 'pulse' or the 
'beat' of the music. In this unit the 
children will listen, sing to music and 
songs trying to find and keep the pulse 
or steady beat together.  
 
Computing: Online Safety & Exploring 
Purple Mash 

Our topic for this half term is about 
on online safety and exploring Purple 
Mash. 
The children will learn how to log in 
safely and understand why that is 
important. They will learn how to save 
work to the My Work area and 
understand that this is private space. 
The children will also learn how to find 
saved work in the Online Work area. 
The children will learn the importance 
of logging out when they have 
finished. 
They will have opportunities 
familiarise themselves with the Purple 
Mash Dashboard. 
 
PSHE – Being Me in my World 
In this topic, children will learn about each 
other’s hope and dreams. They will 
explore their rights and responsibilities of 
being a class and school member. The 
children will also learn about choice and 
consequence. 

 
RE- Rules, Being Temperate, Self -
Disciplined and Seeking Contentment 
Through this topic the children will learn 
about why we need rules in all parts of 
our society. They will learn how rules keep 
people safe and make society work well 
together. 
The children will also develop an 
understanding of being temperate, self-
disciplined and contentment. The children 
will discuss how responses and feelings 
can control and modify their behaviour.  
The children will explore these themes 
through:  

• The story of Cain and Abel 

• Fasting through Lent 

• Fasting through Ramadan 

 

Welcome to Y1 



  

                 
 
Our read loud books for this half term 
include:  

   
 
Writing 
 

We will be using the inspiration of our 
model texts ‘Grandad’s Island’ and 
‘Our Trip to the Woods’ as a vehicle to 
teach grammar and punctuation skills 
in order to produce pieces of writing in 
a variety of genres.  
 

 
 
Spelling 
This follows our phonics scheme as above 
and includes the tricky high frequency 
words. Spellings are taught in class so 
there will not be weekly spelling tests – 
though they are assessed regularly.  
 
 
 

Books will be allocated weekly.  

Children will also be able to choose a 

‘reading for pleasure’ book from the 

class/school library. This is a book 

which can be shared with an adult to 

enhance the joy of reading.  It would 

be helpful if parents could record how 

children have read in their reading 

dairies which should be returned on 

Fridays. Here is a super example… 

 

 
 
We ask, when possible, for an adult or 
older sibling to discuss with the 
children what they have read. 
Here are a few examples of questions 
to discuss: 
 
What has happened so far? 
What might happen next? 
Find a word/phase that means…?  
How do you know __________ is 
feeling ________?  Why has the 
author chosen the word __________? 

PE: Activity Skills 
Our PE for this half term is Activity Skills. 
In this unit children will be developing a 
range of ball skills. The children will learn 
how to dribble the ball with control. They 
will also practice throwing techniques 
both overarm and underarm. The children 
will apply these skills in target stations, by 
choosing the appropriate throw to reach 
the target.    
 

PE day is: 

1/2W-Tuesday  
1/2G -Thursday  

 

 
Homework: 

• Read at home everyday  

• Times Tables Rock Stars 
 
KEY INFORMATION: 

Morning snack – children will be 
provided with tasty fruit for their 
break time. If you wish to provide your 
own, please ensure it is a healthy 
snack.  
Water bottles – please provide your 
child with a filled water bottle, these 
can be re-filled during the day. 
Keep in touch – please contact us should 
you have any concerns, queries or wish 
to share news to celebrate with us.  
Please call the office on 0121 675 6787 or 
email us on 
enquiry@grestoneacdemy.com  
and we will contact you as soon as 
possible. 
 
KEY DATES: 
 
11/09/23- Meet the Teacher Information  
                    Session  
 
REMINDERS 

Children should wear the correct 
school uniform and black shoes. 
Please remember to put your child’s 
name in their uniform (including 
shoes). Children should not wear any 
jewellery, except a watch and stud 
earrings.  If you find that you are 
struggling with uniform, please get in 
touch as we can help you. 
 
Thank you for your continued support 
from the Y1 team. 
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