
  

Autumn 2024                                                              Welcome to Year 4’s Newsletter 

 
HAPPY NEW SCHOOL YEAR!  Welcome 

back to school; we hope you’ve had a 

wonderful break and spent some 

quality time with family and friends.  

We are looking forward to our new 

topics this half term and this 

newsletter should help to inform you 

of your child’s new learning. 

Meet the team: 

 
4S – Mrs Sansi - Phase Leader 

 
4S - Mrs Begum – Class Teacher 

 
4B - Miss Bidral – Class Teacher 
 

 
Mrs Lucas -– Teaching Assistant 

             Foundation Subjects: 
 
Geography – Who lives in 
Antarctica? 
By the end of this unit, children will 
be confident in using longitude and 
latitude, northern and southern 
hemispheres and climate zones. 
They will be able to search and 
locate Antarctica and describe the 
locality.  Children will describe a 
similarities and differences 
between the UK and Antarctica. 
They will recall the eight compass 
points and follow at least four of 
them. Children will describe 
features of their school grounds 
from an aerial map. They will end 
the unit with a map of the route 
they would take on an expedition. 
 
Art and design – Drawing: Power 
prints 
In this unit children will learn how 
to use mechanical engravings as a 
starting point. Pupils develop an 
awareness of proportion, 
composition and pattern in drawing 
and combine media for effect when 
developing a drawing into a print. 
 

Science – Animals: Digestion and 

food 

Children will learn how food is 
digested right from the beginning, 
when teeth start to break the food 
down, the role of saliva, how the 
food is swallowed and passes down 
the oesophagus to the stomach 
and how nutrients are removed 
from the food and leave the 
digestive system to be used 
elsewhere in the body.  
Children will know humans have 

four types of teeth: incisors for 

cutting; canines for tearing; and 

molars and premolars for grinding 

(chewing). 

 

 

 

 

Music – Mamma Mia 
Year 4 children will listen and appraise 
this song through musical activities. 
They will do this through playing 
games, playing musical instruments, 
learning to sing the song and perform 
the song. 
 
Computing  
Children will focus on coding in their 
computing lessons. This will include 
design, code, test and debug of a 
simple computer program. Children 
will learn about IF statements and use 
them in variables around coding and 
end with creating a playable game of 
their own. 
 
Coding – The children will use logical 
reasoning to explain how some simple 
algorithms work and to detect and 
correct errors. They will design, write 
and debug programs that accomplish 
specific goals, including controlling or 
simulating physical systems; solve 
problems by decomposing them into 
smaller parts and will use sequence, 
selection and repetition in programs; 
work with variables and various forms 
of input and output.  
 
PSHE- Being me in my world  
The children will learn about their role 
in school including their part in 
becoming a class team and being a 
School Citizen. They will discuss their 
rights, responsibilities and democracy. 
The reason we have rewards and 
consequences will be talked through 
and they will create their own learning 

charter. 
 
RE 
Religious Education is taught through 
the Birmingham Agreed Syllabus – 
Sacre. Children will learn about values 
through 24 dispositions over the 
course of the school year. This half 
term they will focus on expressing joy 
and being thankful. 
 
 
 

Welcome to Year 4 



English 
 
Reading 
In Year 4, this half term we will be 
reading and studying the text:  
Charlotte’s Web. We will be continuing 
our whole class reading approach 
through the Jane Considine reading 
scheme, including Book Talk sessions, 
giving all pupils the chance to read 
aloud and discuss the text, as well as 
utilising the reading domains – 
inference, retrieval, summary and 
predicition and author vocabulary 
choice when answering 
comprehension questions.  
 

 
 
Writing 
We are using The Write Stuff by Jane 
Considine to teach writing through 
three zones: The FANTASTICs, The 
Grammaristics and The Boomtastics. 
Through this approach of 'sentence 
stacking', children will understand and 
use visual narrative and non-fiction 
maps effectively and work on 
techniques to collect essential 
vocabulary for their independent 
writing. They will produce a set of 
instructions and an explanation text.  
 
Spelling 
We are continuing to use the No 
Nonsense speliing scheme where the 
children learn spelling patterns to 
enable them to spell words in a range 
of contexts. 
Each week, your child will be focusing 
on a certain patterns or set of words. 
The children will complete activities, in 
which they must understand the word 
and know how to spell them.   
 
Maths 
We are following the White Rose 
Scheme for maths and this half term 
we will be studying Place Value and  
 

addition and subtraction. Children 

will learn how to represent and 

interpret numbers and further 

develop their understanding 

through reasoning and problem-

solving questions. 

 

Reading at home: 

Our aim is to work with you to 

develop and improve your child’s 

reading skills.  Children are 

expected to read their books every 

day to help children develop their 

reading fluency. 

Books will be allocated.  Children 

will also be able to choose a 

‘reading for pleasure’ book from 

the class library. This is a book 

which can be shared with an adult 

to enhance the joy of reading.  It 

would be helpful if parents could 

record how children have read the 

book in their reading record books 

which should be brought in to 

school every day.  

Here is a super example… 

 

We ask, for an adult or older sibling 
to discuss with the children what 
they have read. 
Here are a few examples of 
questions to discuss: 
 
What has happened so far? 
What might happen next? 
Find a word/phase that means…?   
How do you know __________ is 
feeling ________?  
 Why has the author chosen the 
word __________? 
 

Year 4 Multiplication Check -In 
preparation for the annual Year4 
multiplication check in June 
children must practice and 
rehearse their times tables. Times 
Tables Rockstars is an incredible 
way to enjoy this learning. 
 

PE  
PE lessons will take place each week. 

Children will be participating in 

football and basketball with a focus on 

building skills. Please ensure children 

have a white t-shirt and black 

shorts/jogging bottoms. They will 

require pumps for indoor and trainers 

for outdoor PE lessons.  

PE days: 4B – Wednesday & 4S - Friday 

MFL 
Children will continue learning French 

using the Rising Stars scheme. They 

will learn words and phrases around 

the units, ‘All aboard’ and ‘Pocket 

Money’. 

 

Homework: 
20 minutes of reading per night 
TT Rockstars 
ClassDojo 
Our school reward system and key 
messages are all communicated 
through Class Dojo. Please ensure you 
have a log in and are setup. Homework 
will also be shared via this system. 
 
KEY INFORMATION: 
Morning snack – children can bring in 
their own healthy snack 
Water bottles – please provide your 
child with a water bottle and these can 
be re-filled during the day. 
Keep in touch – please contact us 
should you have any concerns, queries 
or wish to share news to celebrate 
with us.  Please call the office on 
01216756787 or email us on 
enquiry@grestoneacademy.com and 
we will contact you as soon as 
possible. 
 
KEY DATES: 
04.09.23 – Back to School  
11.10.23 Teacher Training Day 
25.10.23 – Half Term 
4.11.23 – Back to School 
20.12.23 – Christmas Holidays 
REMINDERS 
Children should wear the correct 
school uniform and black shoes. 
Children should not wear any 
jewellery, except a watch and stud 
earrings.  If you find that you are 
struggling with uniform, please get in 
touch as we can help you. 
Thank you for your continued support 
from the Y4 team. 
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