
  

 

 
Happy New Year! Welcome back to 
school; we hope you’ve had a 
wonderful break spent with family and 
friends. We are looking forward to our 
new topics this term and this 
newsletter should help to inform you 
of your child’s new learning. 
 
Meet the team: 
 

                         
              Phase Lead -Ms Foulkes    
 

                        
                       1H – Miss Hadley  
 

                       
                         1 B Miss Gill                                 

 

 
                        1B – Mrs Begum 

 

Maths 
We are following the White Rose 
Scheme for maths and this term we 
will be studying place value within 20. 
We will also be adding and subtracting 
within 20.   

 
Foundation Subjects: 

 
History:  Our World 

During this topic the children will be 
able to identify the 4 countries of 
the UK (NC) when given a map of 
Great Britain and Ireland. The 
children will be able correctly assign 
each country’s flag and understand 
their combination into The Union 
Jack. The children will be able to 
identify the countries with The UK 
and each of the 7 continents and 5 
oceans. 
 
. 
 
Art- Textiles:Puppets 

This unit’s topic is based on the 
children choosing a storybook 
character to base their puppet 
designs on. The children will 
explore methods of joining fabric. 
Then they will design and make a 
character-based hand puppet using 
a preferred joining technique. The 
children will decorate their puppet 
to match their design.   
 
Science: Seasonal Changes 

During this unit the children will 
learn that, In the UK, the day 
length is longest at mid-summer 
(about 16 hours) and gets shorter 
each day until mid-winter (about 8 
hours) before getting longer again.
The children will also learn that the 

weather also changes with the 

seasons. In the UK, it is usually 

colder and rainier in winter, and 

hotter and dryer in the summer. 

They will learn that the change in 

weather causes many other 

changes. Some examples are: 

numbers of minibeasts found 

outside; seed and plant growth; 

Music:  In The Groove 
During this unit the learning is focused 
around a song titled ‘In The Groove’. In 
the Groove by Joanna Mangona – an easy-
to-learn song that demonstrates different 
styles of music. This is a very easy song to 
learn and has been arranged in six 
different styles; Blues, Baroque, Latin, 
Bhangra, Folk and Funk. Each week you 
will listen and learn a different style of In 
The Groove. 
 
Computing: Lego Builders  
This terms topic encourages children to 
begin to think logically about scenarios. 
Children will be introduced to the term 
‘algorithm’. This concept is at the core of 
coding. During this unit the children will 
learn about the importance of following 

instructions.  They will follow and create 

simple instructions on the computer and 
consider how the order of instructions 
affects the result. 
 
PSHE:  Dreams and Goals 
In this unit, the children will talk about 
setting simple goals, how to achieve them 
as well as overcoming difficulties when 
they try. The children learn to recognise 
the feelings associated with facing 
obstacles to achieving their goals as well 
as when they achieve them. They discuss 
partner working and how to do this well.  
 
 
RE:  
During our RE unit, we study the theme of 
being fair and just. During practical 
lessons, scenarios, religious and non-
religious views, the children will be 
encouraged to see that fairness is a 
practical issue which they encounter on a 
daily basis. 
We will also explore the theme ‘Being 
Accountable and Living with Integrity’, 
which is linked to the above theme.  
  

 
PE: Team Building 
During this unit children will be 

developing a range of team building skills. 

During this unit children will be able to 

identify the importance of team work and 

develop an understanding of why we need 

to work as a team. The children will be 

given plenty of opportunities to apply 

team work skills within games situation.  

Welcome to Y1 



 
          1H - Teaching assistant – Ms Jenkins 
 
English 
Phonics 
The children have daily phonics lessons 
following the Rocket Phonics scheme. 
Those needing extra phonics support will 
be given interventions as needed. 
 
Reading 
In Y1 the children will continue to follow 
The Rocket Phonics reading scheme which 
links to their Rocket Phonics scheme.  
 
 
This year we will also be following the Jane 
Considine ‘Hooked on Books’ approach to 
our reading. Through this approach, the 
children are given daily opportunities to 
practise both fluency and reading 
comprehension skills in a range of 
contexts 
 
Our author of the term is Smriti Prasadam-
Halls 
We will read at a range of stories written 
by our author.   
 

       

                 
 
Our read loud books for this half term 
include:  

             

    
 
Writing 
 

We will be using the inspiration of our 
model texts ‘Lost and Found‘ and the 
poem ‘Knock Knock, Who’s There? as 
a vehicle to teach grammar and 
punctuation skills in order to produce 
pieces of writing in a variety of genres.  
 

 
 
 

leaves on trees; and type of clothes 

worn by people. 
 
Reading at home: 

Our aim is to work with you to develop 

and improve your child’s reading skills.  

Children are expected to read their 

reading books every night to help 

children develop their reading fluency. 

Books will be allocated weekly.  

Children will also be able to choose a 

‘reading for pleasure’ book from the 

class/school library. This is a book 

which can be shared with an adult to 

enhance the joy of reading.  It would 

be helpful if parents could record how 

children have read in their reading 

dairies which should be returned on 

Fridays. Here is a super example… 

 

 
 
We ask, when possible, for an adult or 
older sibling to discuss with the 
children what they have read. 
Here are a few examples of questions 
to discuss: 
 
What has happened so far? 
What might happen next? 
Find a word/phase that means…?  
How do you know __________ is 
feeling ________?  Why has the 
author chosen the word __________? 
 
 
 
 
Spelling 
This follows our phonics scheme as 
above and includes the tricky high 
frequency words. Spellings are taught 
in class so there will not be weekly 
spelling tests – though they are 
assessed regularly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Year 1 PE day is: 

• 1H – Friday  

• 1B – Thursday 

 

 
Homework: 

• Read at home everyday  

• Times tables Rock stars 
 
KEY INFORMATION: 

Morning snack – children will be 
provided with tasty fruit for their 
break time. If you wish to provide your 
own, please ensure it is a healthy 
snack.  
Water bottles – please provide your 
child with a filled water bottle, these 
can be re-filled during the day. 
Keep in touch – please contact us should 
you have any concerns, queries or wish 
to share news to celebrate with us.  
Please call the office on 0121 675 6787 or 
email us on 
enquiry@grestoneacdemy.com  
and we will contact you as soon as 
possible. 
 
KEY DATES: 
 
09/02/24- - School closes for Half term 
break  
19/02/24 – School opens  
 
REMINDERS 

Children should wear the correct 
school uniform and black shoes. 
Please remember to put your child’s 
name in their uniform (including 
shoes). Children should not wear any 
jewellery, except a watch and stud 
earrings.  If you find that you are 
struggling with uniform, please get in 
touch as we can help you. 
 
Thank you for your continued support 
from the Y1 team. 
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