
  

Spring  2024                                             Welcome to Year 2’s Newsletter 

 

 
Happy New Year! Welcome back to 
school; we hope you’ve had a wonderful 
break spent with family and friends. We 
are looking forward to our new topics this 
term and this newsletter should help to 
inform you of your child’s new learning. 
Meet the team: 
 

                     
               Phase Lead -Ms Foulkes    
 
                 
                  
 

                 
               2CT – Mrs Talbot 
 
                 
 

                   
     2CT – Teaching assistant Mrs Parkes 
                      
 
     2CT – Teaching assistant Ms Nahar  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maths 
We are following the White Rose 
Scheme for maths and this term we 
will be studying Number:  
Multiplication and division. We will 
also be studying measure, where our 
focus will be Money. 

 
 

Foundation Subjects: 
 
Geography  – Is life better in 
Birmingham or Chembakolli? 

During this topic, the children will 
be able to describe a range of 
human and physical features of 
Chembakolli, such as the monsoon 
season and tea farms being a vital 
employer. Children will then 
compare these features to those of 
Birmingham, for instance 
Chembakolli’s tropical forests 
compared to our deciduous, the 
schools in Chembakolli using chalk 
and we use laptops.  
 
Art –Painting Mixed Media 
 

During this unit the children will 

develop colour mixing skills and learn 

about the work of artist Romare 

Bearden. The children will create 

textured papers using paint. They will 

also compose collages inspired by 

their exploration of colour and texture 

in the world around them. 

. 

Reading at home: 

Our aim is to work with you to develop 

and improve your child’s reading skills.  

Children are expected to read their 

reading books every night to help 

children develop their reading fluency. 

Books will be allocated weekly.  

Children will also be able to choose a 

‘reading for pleasure’ book from the 

school/class library. This is a book 

which can be shared with an adult to 

enhance the joy of reading.  It would 

be helpful if parents could record how 

children have read their reading 

diaries which should be returned daily. 

Here is a super example… 

 

Music – I Wanna Play in a Band 
I Wanna Play in A Band is a Rock song 
written especially for children. In this 
song you learn about singing and 
playing together in an ensemble. As 
well as learning to sing, play, 
improvise and compose with this 
song, children will listen and appraise 
classic Rock songs.  
 
Computing: Questioning  

During this unit the children will learn 
about the importance of phrasing 
questions and understand that 
certain data-handling resources are 
limited in the answers they can 
provide. By the end of the unit  
the children will understand what is 
meant by a database, and will have 
used a database to answer simple and 
more complex search questions. 

 
 
PSHE –Dreams and Goals 
During this topic, the children will explore 
setting realistic goals and how they can 
achieve them. They will discuss 
perseverance when they find things 
difficult as well as recognising their 
strengths as a learner. The children will 
consider group work and reflect on with 
whom they work well and with whom 
they don’t. They will also reflect on 
sharing success with other people. 
 
 
RE Community  
During this unit the children will develop 
an understanding Creating Unity and 
Harmony. They will begin to see beyond 
stereotypes and begin to understand 
common humanity. They will learn about 
looking at religious traditions and non-
religious world-views 
Homework: 

• 10 minutes of reading per night 

• Timetables Rock Stars 

• Learn spelling  
 
KEY INFORMATION: 
Morning snack – children will be provided 
with tasty fruit for their break time. 
Water bottles – please provide your child 
with a water bottle, which can be re-filled 
during the day. 

Welcome to Y2 



English 
Phonics 
The children have daily phonics lessons 
following the Rocket Phonics scheme. 
Those needing extra phonics support will 
be given interventions as needed. 
 
Reading 
In Y2 the children will continue to follow 
The Rocket Phonics reading scheme which 
links to their Rocket Phonics scheme.  
 
This year we will also be following the Jane 
Considine ‘Hooked on Books’ approach to 
our reading. Through this approach, the 
children are given daily opportunities to 
practise both fluency and reading 
comprehension skills in a range of 
contexts 
 
Writing 
We will be using the inspiration of our 
model texts ‘Jack and the Beanstalk, and 
Poem @If I had Wings’ as a vehicle to 
teach grammar and punctuation skills in 
order to produce pieces of writing in a 
variety of genres.  
 
Spelling 
As children are still learning phonics, their 
spellings will follow our Rocket Phoincs, 
including tricky words and high frequency 
words. Children will have weekly spelling 
test where they will take home common 
exception words to learn. 
 
Spelling test  
2W- Tuesday  
2CT- Friday  
 

Science -Animals including humans-
growth/diet and health  
During this unit of work, children will learn 

about the basic needs that all humans 

need to survive and live. They will study 

more closely the importance of exercise, a 

healthy diet and good hygiene as ways to 

keep us healthy. They will also look at 

offspring of different animals and how 

they develop and change into adults as 

they grow. Finally, children will also look 

at ways to keep themselves from 

becoming ill as well as things they can do 

if they do become ill. 

 
 
We ask, when possible, for an adult or 
older sibling to discuss with the 
children what they have read. 
Here are a few examples of questions 
to discuss: 
 
What has happened so far? 
What might happen next? 
Find a word/phase that means…?  
How do you know __________ is 
feeling ________?  Why has the 
author chosen the word __________? 
 
 
Our read aloud books for this half 
term are: 
     

  
 
 
PE Team Building  
During this unit children will be 
developing a range of team building 
skills. During this unit children will be 
able to identify the importance of 
team work and develop an 
understanding of why we need to 
work as a team. The children will be 
given plenty of opportunities to apply 
team work skills within games 
situation. 
children have PE lessons. 
 
Year 2 PE days are: 
•2CT   – Wednesday & Thursday 
•2W – Thursday 
 
 

       
 

Keep in touch – please contact us should 
you have any concerns, queries or wish to 
share news to celebrate with us.  Please 
call the office on 0121 675 6787 or email 
us on enquiry@grestoneacademy.com  
and we will contact you as soon as 
possible. 
 
 
KEY DATES: 
 
09/02/24- - School closes for Half term 
break  
19/02/24 – School opens 
 
REMINDERS 
Children should wear the correct school 
uniform and black shoes. Please 
remember to put your child’s name in 
their uniform (including shoes). Children 
should not wear any jewellery, except a 
watch and stud earrings.  If you find that 
you are struggling with uniform, please 
get in touch as we can help you. 
Thank you for your continued support 
from the Y2 team.  
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