Welcome to Y2

Welcome to Year 2’s Newsletter

Welcome back to school; we hope you’ve
had a good break spent with family and
friends. We are looking forward to our
new topics this term and this newsletter
should help to inform you of your child’s
new learning.

Meet the team:

Phase Lead -Ms Foulkes

2CT — Mrs Talbot

2W — Mrs Uwaerilam

Maths

We are following the White Rose
Scheme for maths and this term we
will be studying Number:
Multiplication and division. We will
also be starting measurement focusing
on length and height

Foundation Subjects:

History — What happened on the
night of 2nd September 1666?
During this topic, the children will
be able to explain what caused the
Great Fire of London and what the
consequences were. They will learn
that the Great Fire of London
began at a bakery on Pudding Lane
and give reasons for why the fire
spread so fast throughout the city.
They will be able to identify
characteristic features of the time
period and compare to modern
London. The children will develop
an understanding of the ways in
which we can find out about the
past through discussing primary
sources e.g. Samuel Pepys and his
diary.

DT —Mechanisms: Fairground wheel

During this unit the children will
explore wheel mechanisms. The
children will design a Ferris wheel.
and will select appropriate
materials to build and test their
moving wheel. The children will build
a stable structure with a rotating
wheel. They will test and adapt their
designs as necessary.

Reading at home:

Our aim is to work with you to develop
and improve your child’s reading skills.
Children are expected to read their
reading books every night to help
children develop their reading fluency.
Books will be allocated weekly.
Children will also be able to choose a
‘reading for pleasure’ book from the
school/class library. This is a book
which can be shared with an adult to
enhance the joy of reading. It would
be helpful if parents could record how
children have read their reading

Music — Zootime

All the learning is focused around one
song: Zootime.

During this unit the children will

listen and appraise Zootime a Reggae
song. The children will learn and build
on their knowledge and understanding
about the interrelated dimensions of
music through:

Warm-up Games, playing instruments
and composing with the Song.

Computing: Effective Searching
During this unit the children will
develop an understanding of what
the Internet is. They will learn the
basic tools to help them search for
information. The children will look at
the Internet, web, browsers and
search engines ie Google. The children
will learn the basics of searching:
where to type in their query and how
to understand the pages of results.
The children will look at the main
pages and buttons they will encounter
while using search engines.

PSHE —Relationships

During this topic, the children will be
learning about family relationships this
will include looking at roles and
responsibilities in a family and the
importance of co-operation, appreciation
and trust.

Friendships are also revisited with a focus
on falling out and mending friendships.
The children consider the importance of
trust in relationships and what this feels
like. They also learn about two types of
secret, and why ‘worry secrets’ should
always be shared with a trusted adult. The
children reflect upon different types of
physical contact in relationships, which
are acceptable and which ones are not.
They will practise strategies for being
assertive when someone is hurting them
or being unkind. The children also learn
about people who can help them if they
are worried or scared.

RE Caring for Others, Animals and the
Environment

During this unit the children will
explore the theme ‘Caring for Others,
Animals and the Environment.” The
children will learn that the natural




2CT —Teaching assistant Mrs Parkes

2CT — Teaching assistant Ms Nahar

English
Phonics

The children have daily phonics lessons
following the Rocket Phonics scheme.
Those needing extra phonics support will
be given interventions as needed.

Reading
In Y2 the children will continue to follow

The Rocket Phonics reading scheme which
links to their Rocket Phonics scheme.

This year we will also be following the Jane
Considine ‘Hooked on Books’ approach to
our reading. Through this approach, the
children are given daily opportunities to
practise both fluency and reading
comprehension skills in a range of
contexts

Writing

We will be using the inspiration of our
model text ‘The Tree Giant’ skills in order
to produce pieces of writing in a variety of
genres.

Spelling

As children are still learning phonics, their
spellings will follow our Rocket Phoincs,
including tricky words and high frequency
words. Children will have weekly spelling
test where they will take home common
exception words to learn.

Spelling test
2W- Tuesday
2CT- Friday

Science -Living Things and their Habitats
During this unit of work, children will
learn that all objects are either living,
dead or have never been alive. Living
things are plants (including seeds) and
animals. Dead things include dead
animals and plants and parts of plants
and animals that are no longer. They
will learn that animals and plants live
in a habitat to which they are suited.
They will learn the habitat provides
the basic needs of the animals and
plants — shelter, food and water.

diaries which should be returned daily.

Here is a super example...
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We ask, when possible, for an adult or
older sibling to discuss with the
children what they have read.

Here are a few examples of questions

to discuss:

What has happened so far?
What might happen next?
Find a word/phase that means...?

How do you know
feeling

is

? Why has the

author chosen the word

Our read aloud books for this half
term are:

PE Team Building

During this half term children will be
developing hockey skills. They will

learn the correct grip, dribbling skills,

how to move the ball at different

speed and also develop the push pass

and stop.

Children have PE lessons.

Year 2 PE days are:

*2CT - Wednesday & Thursday

*2W — Thursday

ok

world is both beautiful and vulnerable.
and that everyone has a role in caring
for it. They will explore this theme
through stories.

The children will also explore the
theme ‘Being Merciful and Forgiving’
through the following stories:

The Parable of the Prodigal Son

The parable of the unmerciful servant.

Homework:
e 10 minutes of reading per night
e Timetables Rock Stars
e Learn spelling

KEY INFORMATION:

Morning snack — children will be provided
with tasty fruit for their break time.
Water bottles — please provide your child
with a water bottle, which can be re-filled
during the day.

Keep in touch — please contact us should
you have any concerns, queries or wish to
share news to celebrate with us. Please
call the office on 0121 675 6787 or email
us on enquiry@grestoneacademy.com
and we will contact you as soon as
possible.

KEY DATES:

22/02/24 - Visit from the fire service
23/02/24 - Phonics Parent Workshop
12/03/24- - Parents Evening
14/03/24 — Parents Evening
19/03/24 - KS1 Easter Disco
22/03/24 - Pupils break up for Easter

REMINDERS

Children should wear the correct school
uniform and black shoes. Please
remember to put your child’s name in
their uniform (including shoes). Children
should not wear any jewellery, except a
watch and stud earrings. If you find that
you are struggling with uniform, please
get in touch as we can help you.

Thank you for your continued support
from the Y2 team.
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