
  

Spring 2 2024                                                              Welcome to Year 4’s Newsletter 

 
Welcome back to school; we hope 

you’ve had a wonderful break and 

spent some quality time with family 

and friends.  We are looking forward to 

our new topics this half term and this 

newsletter should help to inform you 

of your child’s new learning. 

Meet the team: 

 
4QS – Mrs Sansi - Phase Leader 

 
4QS Mrs Quinlan 
 

 
4R  - Mrs Rani 
 

 
Mrs Churm 

             Foundation Subjects: 
 
History – Ancient Greece Civilisation 
During this unit, children will focus 
on the continuing legacy of Ancient 
Greeks. They explore their 
influence on education, language, 
architecture, government and the 
Olympic Games. Children will 
develop their understanding of 
historical concepts such continuity 
and change, similarity and 
difference, and significance. They 
will end the unit by taking part in a 
debate where the class will vote on 
the most important legacy.  
 
Design and Technology - Making a 

slingshot car 

In this unit children will work 

independently to produce an 

accurate, functioning car chassis. 

They will design a shape that is 

suitable for the project, attempt to 

reduce air resistance through the 

design of the shape, produce 

panels that will fit the chassis and 

can be assembled effectively using 

the tabs they have designed. 

Children will construct car bodies 

effectively, conduct a trial 

accurately and draw conclusions 

and improvements from the 

results.  

 

Music 
Children will continue to work with 
The North West Birmingham Choral 
Outreach Project. They have a 
weekly 1 hour choral choir teaching 
session and end of term concert. 
The aim of the concert is to give 
stimulating and meaningful 
opportunities to pupils. This 
enables them to explore the 
musical elements of performing, 
listening and engaging. 
 
 
 

 
Science – States of Matter 

Computing – Logo 
In this unit children will learn the 
structure of the coding language, Logo. 
They will input simple instructions in to 
Logo and use 2Logo to create letter 
shapes. Children will use the repeat 
function in Logo to create shapes and 
use and build procedures in Logo 
 
PSHE- Relationships  
Children will know some reasons why 
people feel jealousy and that jealousy 
can be damaging to relationships. They 
will know that loss is a normal part of 
relationships and negative feelings are 
a normal part of loss. Children will 
learn memories can support us when 
we lose a special person or animal and 
that change is a natural part of 
relationships/ friendship. They will 
discuss how sometimes it is better for 
a friendship/ relationship to end if it is 
causing negative feelings or is unsafe. 
 
RE 
Religious Education is taught through 
the Birmingham Agreed Syllabus – 
Sacre. Children will learn about values 
through 24 dispositions over the 
course of the school year. This half 
term they will focus on being merciful 
and forgiving. 
 
PE  
PE lessons will take place each week 

and focus on cricket skills and hockey. 

Please ensure children have a white t-

shirt and black shorts/jogging bottoms. 

They will require pumps for indoor and 

trainers for outdoor PE lessons. 

Year 4 PE days are: 

• 4R – Friday morning 

• 4QS – Monday morning & Friday 

afternoon  

 

MFL – Our sporting lives 
Children will continue learning French 
using the Rising Stars scheme. They 
will learn words and phrases around 
the unit, our sporting lives. 

 

Welcome to Year 4 



English 
Reading 
In Year 4, we will be reading the novel, 
Why the whales came  by Michael 
Morpurgo as part of our whole class 
shared read. We are introducing the 
Jane Considine reading scheme this 
term.  

 
 
Writing 
We are using Talk for Writing to look at 
a range of genres including a poem, 
journey tale and persuasive letter as a 
vehicle to teach grammar and 
punctuation skills. This will in order 
enable the children to produce pieces 
of writing in the variety of genres.   
 
Spelling 
We are continuing to use the No 
Nonsense speliing scheme where the 
children learn spelling patterns to 
enable them to spell words in a range 
of contexts. 
Each week, your child will be focusing 
on a certain patterns or set of words. 
The children will complete activities, in 
which they must understand the word 
and know how to spell them.   
 
Maths 
We are following the White Rose 

Scheme for maths and this half term 

we will be studying multiplication and 

division, length and perimeter, 

fractions and decimals. Children will 

learn how to represent and interpret 

numbers and further develop their 

understanding through reasoning and 

problem-solving questions. 

Year 4 Multiplication Check -In 
preparation for the annual Year4 
multiplication check in June. Children 
must practice and rehearse their times 
tables. Times Tables Rockstars is an 
incredible way to enjoy this learning. 

In this unit children will learn about 
how a solid keeps its shape and has 
a fixed volume. A liquid has a fixed 
volume but changes in shape to fit 
the container. A liquid can be 
poured and keeps a level, 
horizontal surface. A gas fills all 
available space; it has no fixed 
shape or volume.  

Reading at home: 

Our aim is to work with you to 

develop and improve your child’s 

reading skills.  Children are 

expected to read their books every 

day to help children develop their 

reading fluency. 

Books will be allocated.  Children 

will also be able to choose a 

‘reading for pleasure’ book from 

the class library. This is a book 

which can be shared with an adult 

to enhance the joy of reading.  It 

would be helpful if parents could 

record how children have read the 

book in their reading record books 

which should be brought in to 

school every day.  

Here is a super example… 

We ask, for an adult or older sibling 
to discuss with the children what 
they have read. 
Here are a few examples of 
questions to discuss: 
What has happened so far? 
What might happen next? 
Find a word/phase that means…? 

Homework: 
20 minutes of reading per night 
TT Rockstars and weekly spellings. 
 
ClassDojo 
Our school reward system and key 
messages are all communicated 
through Class Dojo. Please ensure you 
have a log in and are setup. Homework 
will also be shared via this system. 
 
KEY INFORMATION: 
Morning snack – children can bring in 
their own healthy snack 
Water bottles – please provide your 
child with a water bottle and these can 
be re-filled during the day. 
Keep in touch – please contact us 
should you have any concerns, queries 
or wish to share news to celebrate 
with us.  Please call the office on 
01216756787 or email us on 
enquiry@grestoneacademy.com and 
we will contact you as soon as 
possible. 
 
KEY DATES: 
19.02.24 Back to school 
20.03.24 Year 4 Easter concert 
22.03.24 Break up for holidays 
  
REMINDERS 
Children should wear the correct 
school uniform and black shoes. 
Children should not wear any 
jewellery, except a watch and stud 
earrings.  If you find that you are 
struggling with uniform, please get in 
touch as we can help you. 
Thank you for your continued support 
from the Y4 team. 
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