
  

Spring Term 2025                                                    Welcome to Nursery’s Newsletter 

                 

We are now in our second term of the 

school year and have learnt so much 

already!  

 

Meet the team: 

 

 

 

                        
EYFS Leader - Mrs D Steen 

                                          
 
 

 
 

 
Nursery Class Teacher – Miss M Riley 

                     
 
 
 

 
 
                     

Teaching assistant – Miss S Rashid 
 
                    
            
          
Phonics 
The children have daily phonics 
lessons following the Rocket Phonics 
scheme. We will focus on one sound a 
week. We will learn the names and 

Maths 
We are following the White Rose 
Scheme for maths. This term we will 
be looking at: Counting  
This involves the children learning 
to:  
• Hear and say number names 

• Begin to order number names 

• 1 see 1,2,3 

• Move and label 1,2,3 

• Take and give 1,2,3 

• Show me 5 

• Stop at 1,2,3,4,5 
 
Communication and Language 
This term we will be focusing on 
settling in the new starters and 
supporting them and all children to:  

• Enjoy listening to longer stories 
and remember much of what 
happens.  

• Pay attention to more than one 
thing at a time.   

• Use a wider range of vocabulary. 

• Understand a question or 
instruction that has two parts. 

• Understand ‘why’ questions 

• Start a conversation with an 
adult or a friend and continue it 
for many turns.  

• Use talk to organise themselves 
and their play. 

 
Physical Development 
In physical development, the 
children will be learning how to be 
independent when dressing and 
undressing and learn about good 
hygiene when using the toilets. 
Children will be developing their 
gross motor skills by riding the 
balance bikes (weather permitting) 
and practicing their ball skills 
Children will have the opportunity to 
be able to use and remember 
sequences of movements to music.  
Our main focus for this term will be 
taking off and putting on our coats 
independently for the new starters. 
For all the children we will be 
developing their fine motor skills by 
encouraging them to: 

Music:  
In music, the children will learn and 
expand the list of Nursery Rhymes 
and action songs they already know. 
They will be learning to: 

• Remember and sing entire 
songs.  

• Sing the pitch of a tone sung by 
another person.  

• Create their own songs or 
improvise a song around one 
they know. 
 

PSHE:   
During PSED children will be learning 

to play cooperatively alongside each 

other and resolve conflicts. They will 

be learning to express their own 

wants and needs as well as listen to 

our peers and respond with 

kindness. 

We will be learning to understand 
our emotions, our rights and our 
responsibilities, and how to be a 
good friend. 
 
KEY INFORMATION: 
Morning snack – children will be 
provided with tasty fruit for their 
break time. If you wish to provide 
your own, please ensure it is a 
healthy snack.  
Water bottles – please provide your 
child with a filled water bottle, these 
can be re-filled during the day. 
 
Keep in touch – please contact us 
should you have any concerns, 
queries or wish to share news to 
celebrate with us.  Please call the 
office on 01216756787 or email us 
on enquiry@grestoneacademy.com 
and we will contact you as soon as 
possible. 
 
 
REMINDERS 
Children should wear the correct 
school uniform and black shoes. 
Please remember to put your child’s 
name in their uniform, especially 
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sounds of letters and practice writing 
them with support or independently. 
This term we will be learning the 
letters: /d/, /w/, /h/, /c/,  and /k/ 
 
Writing 
In Nursery, we will focus on mark 
making with the children. This will be 
different for each child depending on 
their stage of development. Some 
children are still at the stage of mark 
making and getting used to holding a 
mark making tool using the correct 
grip of the hand and some will be 
beginning to learn correct letter 
formation by learning to write their 
name independently. 
 
These are some of the books we will 

be reading together in Spring term: 

• Five Little Ducks (nursery rhyme) 

• Each Peach Pear Plum by Janet 

and Allan Ahlberg  

• The Three Billy Goats Gruff  

• The Three Little Pigs  

• Goldilocks and the Three Bears 

         

       
 

   
 

      
 

• Use one-handed tools and 
equipment. 

• Use a comfortable grip with 
good control when holding pens 
and pencils.  

• Show a preference for a 
dominant hand.  

 
Understanding the World 
Children will be learning about 
different festivals and celebrations. 
We will discuss how the children 
celebrate at home with family and 
friends. Links to festivals: Bonfire 
night, Diwali, Christmas, Eid and 
more.  
We will be talking about what they 
have done with their families during 
these special times. 
 
Expressive Arts and Design 
It is important that children have 

regular opportunities to engage with 

the arts, enabling them to explore 

and play with a wide range of media 

and materials. This term we will be 

focusing on encouraging the children 

to:  

• Use shapes to represent objects. 

• Draw with increasing complexity 

and detail. 

• Show different emotions in their 

drawings and paintings, like 

happiness, sadness, fear, etc. 

• Explore colour and colour 

mixing. 

 

Reading at home: 

Our aim in Nursery and throughout 

Grestone is to work with you to 

develop and improve your child’s 

reading skills.  It would be great for 

your children if you shared books 

with them at home and encouraged 

them to join in with any familiar 

stories. Sharing books with your 

child helps them to develop their 

vocabulary, which helps them in 

their writing, enhances their 

memory and builds on their love of 

reading for pleasure.  

Here are a few examples of 
questions to ask your child: 
Who are the characters in the book? 
What has happened so far? 
What might happen next? 
What is/are the character/s doing? 
 

jumpers. Children should not wear 
any jewellery, except stud earrings.   
 
Thank you for your continued 
support from the Nursery team. 
 
 
KEY DATES: 
10.1.2025 – Nursery open afternoon 
(2.15pm-3pm) 
 



 


