GRESTOMNE

Welcome to Reception

Spring 1

Welcome to Reception’s Newsletter

Meet the team:

EYFS Leader - Mrs D Steen

Reception Class Teacher — Miss L
Hadley

Teaching assistant - Mrs R Bibi

English
Phonics

The children have daily phonics
lessons following the Rocket Phonics
scheme. Those needing extra phonics
support will be given interventions.

Reading
In Reception the children will follow

the Rocket Phonics reading scheme,
you will be receiving more information
about this during Inspire workshops.

Maths

We are following the White Rose
Scheme for maths and this term
we will be looking at patterns,
numbers 4,5,6,7 and 8. We will
also be looking at mass and
capacity.

Communication and Language

In the early years we will be
focusing on children’s language
and communication. Children will
be listening to longer stories and
discuss with the class what has
happened in the story. We will
support and encourage the
children to talk about the books we
are reading. We will be singing and
learning actions to lots of different
songs. We will be supporting the
children to use new vocabulary in
the right context.

Physical Development

In physical development, the
children will be learning how to be
independent when dressing and
undressing and learn about good
hygiene when using the toilets.
Children will be developing their
movements by balancing, riding
(scooters, trikes and bikes) and ball
skills. Children will be going up
steps and stairs, or climb up
apparatus, using alternate feet We
will be learning to move body parts
in response to music (stamping and
clapping). Our main focus for this
term will focus on balance and co-
ordination.

Understand the World

The children will be safely
exploring a variety of materials,
tools and techniques. They will be
experimenting with colour, design,
texture, form and function. They
will be singing in a group or on
their own, increasingly matching
the pitch and following the
melody. We will be making up

Music:

In music, the children will be learning
about Everyone! They will expand the
list of Nursery Rhymes and action
songs they know: learn to sing nursery
rhymes and action songs: Wind The
Bobbin UP, Rock-a-bye Baby, Five
Little Monkeys Jumping On The Bed,
Twinkle Twinkle, If Your Happy and
You Know It and Head, Shoulders,
Knees and Toes. They will be listening
and responding to different styles of
music and talk about how this makes
them feel. They will also learn to play
classroom instruments, and share and
perform the learning that has taken
place.

PSHE:
During PSED children will be thinking
about dreams and goals.

We will be learning to understand
how to set ourselves challenges, how
to persevere and how we can support
others to achieve their goals.

PE:

In Reception we will be revising and
refining the fundamental movement
skills we have already acquired:
rolling, crawling, walking jumping,
running, hopping, skipping, climbing
and practising ball control.

PE days are:

e RH-Tuesday
e RP - Monday

Homework:

Read at home daily.

Practice new phonic sounds in their
reading.

KEY INFORMATION:

Morning snack — children will be
provided with tasty fruit for their
break time. If you wish to provide your
own, please ensure it is a healthy
snack.




Our author of the term is Smriti Halls.
We will read at a range of stories
written by our author.

Writing

In Reception, children will continue to
develop their writing ability through
Jane Considine’s The Write Stuff
scheme, they will learn stories orally
by retelling and rehearsing, and this
will support them to write their own
stories as they learn the pattern of
sentence stacking.

These are some of the books we will
be reading together this term:
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stories using puppets and small
world of people.

Expressive Arts and Design

The children will explore colour
mixing and talk about the
differences between colours. They
will be singing in a group or on
their own, increasingly matching
the pitch and following the
melody. We will be making up
stories using puppets and small
world of people.

Reading at home:

Our aim in Reception is to work
with you to develop and improve
your child’s reading skills.

Books will be allocated weekly; this
book will be matched to their
phonic level. It would be helpful if
parents could record how children
have read their book in their
yellow journals which should be
returned daily. We ask, when
possible, for an adult or older
sibling to discuss with the children
what they have read. Children will
also be able to choose a ‘reading
for pleasure’ book from the library
for you to read and enjoy with
them, to enhance the joy of
reading.’

Here are a few examples of
questions to discuss:

What has happened so far?

What might happen next?

What is the character doing?
What do you like/dislike about the
book/character?

Who are the characters in the
book?

Water bottles — please provide your
child with a filled water bottle, these
can be re-filled during the day.

Keep in touch — please contact us
should you have any concerns,
queries or wish to share news to
celebrate with us. Please call the
office on 01216756787 or email us on
enquiry@grestoneacademy.com and
we will contact you as soon as
possible.

KEY DATES:
29.1.25- Maths Parent workshop
14.2.25 — End of half term

REMINDERS

Children should wear the correct
school uniform and black shoes.
Please remember to put your child’s
name in their uniform (including
shoes). Children should not wear any
jewellery, except a watch and stud
earrings. If you find that you are
struggling with uniform, please get in
touch as we can help you.

Thank you for your continued support
from the Reception team.
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