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Spring 2025                                                          Welcome to Year 1’s Newsletter 

 

 
Happy New Year! Welcome back to 
school; we hope you’ve had a 
wonderful break spent with family and 
friends. We are looking forward to our 
new topics this term and this 
newsletter should help to inform you 
of your child’s new learning. 
 
Meet the team: 
 

                         
                 Phase Lead -Ms Foulkes    
 

                   
                       1/2D – Miss Dad  
 
                       

                         1/2 G Mrs Bibi                                 
 
 

 

English 
Phonics 
The children have daily phonics 
lessons following the Rocket Phonics 
scheme. Those needing extra phonics 
support will be given interventions as 
needed. 
 
Reading 
In Y1 the children will continue to 
follow The Rocket Phonics reading 
scheme which links to their Rocket 
Phonics scheme.  

Maths 
We are following the White Rose 
Scheme for maths and this term 
we will be studying place value 
within 20. The children will also be 
studying addition and subtraction 
within 20. 
 

Foundation Subjects: 
 
Geography – What is the weather 
like in the UK? 
In this topic the children will be 
looking at the countries and cities 
that make up the UK. The children 
will observe and describe daily 
weather patterns. They will keep a 
daily weather record and find out 
more about hot and cold places in 
the UK.  
 
Art – Sculptures and 3D Paper Play 
During this unit the children will 
create simple three-dimensional 
shapes and structures using 
familiar materials. The children will 
develop a range of skills in 
manipulating paper and card. They 
fold, roll and scrunch materials to 
make their own sculptures. 
 
Science - Living things and their 
habitats: Habitats 
 
In this topic the children will be 
considering the life processes 
shared by all living things. The will 
children classify objects as alive, 
once alive or never alive. They will 
explore a range of habitats by 
naming plants and animals found 
there and learn how different 
living things depend on each other 
for food and shelter. The children 
will create food chains to show the 
sequence in which living things eat 
each other. 
 
Reading at home: 

Our aim is to work with you to 

develop and improve your child’s 

reading skills.  Children are 

expected to read their reading 

Music – Exploring sounds  
During this unit the children will learn 
that music is made up of high and low 
sounds, long and short sounds, and 
loud and quiet sounds. The children 
will have opportunities to explore 
these sounds and create their own 
very simple melodies. The children will 
explore the social question: How does 
music make the world a better place? 
 
Computing: Technology Outside 
School Grouping & Sorting 
Our topic for this half term is about 
grouping and sorting pictograms. 
In this unit, the children will sort items 
by different criteria away from the 
computer. At the computer, they will 
use Grouping on Purple Mash to sort 
items. 
The children will understand what is 
meant by ‘technology’ and will learn 
about types of technology used in 
school and out of school. 
 
PSHE:  Dreams and Goals 
During this topic, the children will 
explore setting realistic goals and how 
they can achieve them. They will 
discuss perseverance when they find 
things difficult as well as recognising 
their strengths as a learner. The 
children will consider group work and 
reflect on with whom they work well 
and with whom they don’t. They will 
also reflect on sharing success with 
other people. 
The children will also explore the 
value of being part of a team through 
the theme of participating and being 
willing to lead. 

 
RE: Creating Unity and Harmony and 
Participating and Willing to Lead 
During this topic the children will learn 
that the equality of humanity is based 
on what we hold in common and not 
focus on differences (stereotypes). 
Children will explore this theme 
through stories such and the Good 
Samaritan, the Sikh practice of the 
Langar and the 5 Pillars of Islam and 
Hajj. 
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This year we will also be following the 
Jane Considine ‘Hooked on Books’ 
approach to our reading. Through this 
approach, the children are given daily 
opportunities to practise both fluency 
and reading comprehension skills in a 
range of contexts 
 
Our author of the term is Smriti 
Prasadam-Halls 
We will read at a range of stories 
written by our author.   
 

       

                 
 
Our read loud books for this half term 
include:  

             

    
 

Writing 
 
We will be using the inspiration of our 
model texts ‘Pinocchio ‘and ‘Seasons’ 
as a vehicle to teach grammar and 
punctuation skills in order to produce 
pieces of writing in a variety of genres.  
 

 

Spelling 
This follows our phonics scheme as 
above and includes the tricky high 
frequency words. Spellings are taught 
in class so there will not be weekly 
spelling tests – though they are 
assessed regularly. 

 

books every night to help children 

develop their reading fluency. 

Books will be allocated weekly.  

Children will also be able to choose 

a ‘reading for pleasure’ book from 

the class/school library. This is a 

book which can be shared with an 

adult to enhance the joy of 

reading.  It would be helpful if 

parents could record how children 

have read in their reading dairies 

which should be returned on 

Fridays. Here is a super example… 
 

 
 

We ask, when possible, for an 
adult or older sibling to discuss 
with the children what they have 
read. 
Here are a few examples of 
questions to discuss: 
 
What has happened so far? 
What might happen next? 
Find a word/phase that means…?  
How do you know __________ is 
feeling ________?  Why has the 
author chosen the word 
__________? 
 
 
REMINDERS 
Children should wear the correct 
school uniform and black shoes. 
Please remember to put your 
child’s name in their uniform 
(including shoes). Children should 
not wear any jewellery, except a 
watch and stud earrings.  If you 
find that you are struggling with 
uniform, please get in touch as we 
can help you. 
 
Thank you for your continued 
support from the Y1 team. 
 
 
 
 

The children will also explore the 
value of being part of a team through 
the theme of participating and being 

willing to lead. 

 
 
PE: Team Building 
During this unit children will be 

developing a range of team building 

skills. The children will be able to 

identify the importance of team work 

and develop an understanding of why 

we need to work as a team. The 

children will be given plenty of 

opportunities to apply team work 

skills within games situation.  

 

PE days are: 
 
• 1/2D - Wednesday 

• 1/2G   –Thursday 
• 1/2W – Friday 

 
Homework: 

• Read at home everyday  

• Times tables Rock stars 
 
KEY INFORMATION: 

Morning snack – children will be 
provided with tasty fruit for their 
break time. If you wish to provide your 
own, please ensure it is a healthy 
snack.  
Water bottles – please provide your 
child with a filled water bottle, these 
can be re-filled during the day. 
Keep in touch – please contact us 
should you have any concerns, 
queries or wish to share news to 
celebrate with us.  Please call the 
office on 0121 675 6787 or email us 
on enquiry@grestoneacdemy.com  
and we will contact you as soon as 
possible. 
 

KEY DATES: 
 
15/01/25- - School photographs 
(individual, sibling & family) 
14/02/25- - School closes for Half 
term break  
24/02/25 – School opens 
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