Welcome to Y3

Spring 1 2025

Welcome to Year 3’s Newsletter

HAPPY YEAR

Welcome back to school; we hope
you’ve had a wonderful break and
spent some quality time with family
and friends. We are looking forward to
our new topics this half term and this
newsletter should help to inform you
of your child’s new learning.

Meet the team:

3S — Mr Skinner — Class Teacher

3F - Miss Fox — Class Teacher

Mrs Thaper — Teaching Assistant

Foundation Subjects:

Geography - Why do people live
near volcanoes?

During this unit, children will locate
countries and learn their physical
features, locate mountain ranges
and volcanoes and describe their
physical features. They will locate
and describe the ‘ring of fire’.
Children will present data in
sketches, graphs and annotated
drawings.

Design Technology — Digital world
Children will be able to give a brief
explanation of the digital revolution
and suggest a feature from the
virtual micro:bit that is suitable for
the product. They will write a
program that initiates a flashing
LED panel on the virtual micro:bit
when a button is pressed and
suggest key features for a way to
attach the product to the user, with
some consideration for the overall
theme and the user. They will
follow basic design requirements
using computer aided design, and
evaluate their design.

Science — Forces and magnets

In this unit children will learn, a
force is a push or a pull, when an
object moves on a surface, the
texture of the surface and the
object affect how it moves, it may
help the object to move better or it
may hinder its movement e.g. ice
skater compared to walking on ice
in normal shoes. They will know

a magnet attracts magnetic
material and the strongest parts of
a magnet are the poles. They will
learn, for some forces to act, there
must be contact.

Computing- Touch Typing

In computing lessons children will
learn all about typing terminology,
understand the correct way to sit at
the keyboard, learn how to use the
home, top and bottom row keys and
too practise typing with the left and
right hand.

PSHE- Dreams and goals

In this puzzle the children look at
examples of people who have
overcome challenges to achieve
success and discuss what they can
learn from these stories. The children
identify their own dreams and
ambitions and discuss how it will feel
when they achieve them. They talk
about facing learning challenges and
identify their own strategies for
overcoming these. The children talk
about obstacles which might stop
them from achieving their goals and
how to overcome these. They reflect
on their progress and successes and
identify what they could do better next
time.

Music — Three Little Birds

In this unit children will listen &
appraise the song: Three Little Birds.
The material presents an integrated
approach to music where games,
elements of music (pulse, rhythm,
pitch etc.), singing and playing
instruments are all linked. As well as
learning to sing, play, improvise and
compose with this song, children will
listen and appraise other reggae songs.

RE

Religious Education is taught through
the Birmingham Agreed Syllabus —
Sacre. Children will learn about values
through 24 dispositions over the
course of the school year. This half
term they will focus on being fair and
just.

KEY INFORMATION:
Morning snack — children can bring in
their own healthy snack.




English

Reading
In Year 3, this half term we will be

reading and studying the text:
Abominables by Eva lbotson. We will
be continuing our whole class reading
approach through the Jane Considine
reading scheme, including Book Talk
sessions, giving all pupils the chance to
read aloud and discuss the text, as well
as utilising the reading domains —
inference, retrieval, summary and
predicition and author vocabulary
choice when answering
comprehension questions.
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Writing

We are using The Write Stuff by Jane
Considine to teach writing through
three zones: The FANTASTICs, The
Grammaristics and The Boomtastics.
Through this approach of 'sentence
stacking', children will understand and
use visual narrative and non-fiction
maps effectively and work on
techniques to collect essential
vocabulary for their independent
writing. They will produce a narrative
and a suspense story.

Spelling
We are continuing to use the No

Nonsense speliing scheme where the
children learn spelling patterns to
enable them to spell words in a range
of contexts. Each week, your child will
be focusing on a certain patterns or set
of words. The children will complete
activities, in which they must
understand the word and know how to
spell them. Children will have weekly
tests.

Reading at home:

Our aim is to work with you to
develop and improve your child’s
reading skills. Children are
expected to read their eBook
/chosen reading book at least three
times to help children develop their
reading fluency.

Children will be able to choose a
‘reading for pleasure’ book from
the class library. This is a book
which can be shared with an adult
to enhance the joy of reading. It
would be helpful if parents could
record how children have read the
eBook in their yellow journals
which should be returned on
Fridays. Here is a super example...
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An example of how

We ask, when possible, for an adult
or older sibling to discuss with the
children what they have read.

Here are a few examples of
guestions to discuss:

What has happened so far?
What might happen next?

Find a word/phase that means...?
How do you know is

feeling ? Why has the
author chosen the word

?
Maths

We are following the White Rose
Scheme for maths and this term we
will be studying multiplication and
division, length and perimeter,
fractions and mass and capacity.
Children will develop confidence in
the use of manipulatives to
recognise the size of numbers and
answer reasoning and problem-
solving questions.

MFL

Children will continue learning French
using the Rising Stars scheme. They
will learn words and phrases around
the units, ‘Games and Songs’, and
‘Celebrations’.

Water bottles — please provide your
child with a water bottle and these can
be re-filled during the day.

Keep in touch — please contact us
should you have any concerns, queries
or wish to share news to celebrate
with us. Please call the office on
01216756787 or email us on
enquiry@grestoneacademy.com and
we will contact you as soon as
possible.

KEY DATES:

07.01.25 Back to school

15.01.25 Academy photography in
school

14.02.25 Break up for half term holiday

REMINDERS

Children should wear the correct
school uniform and black shoes.
Children should not wear any
jewellery, except a watch and stud
earrings. If you find that you are
struggling with uniform, please get in
touch as we can help you.

PE

PE lessons will take place each week.
Please ensure children have a white t-
shirt and black shorts/jogging bottoms.
They will require pumps for indoor and
trainers for outdoor PE lessons.

PE days: 3F — Monday & 3S —
Thursday

Homework:

20 minutes of reading per night,
weekly spelling words and TT
Rockstars.

Thank you for your continued support
from the Y3 team.
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