Welcome to Y1

Welcome back to school; we hope
you’ve had a lovely relaxing break with
family and friends. We are looking
forward to our new topics this term
and this newsletter should help to
inform you of your child’s new
learning.

Meet the team:

1H — Miss Hadley

1H - Teaching assistant — Ms Jenkins

Maths

We are following the White Rose
Scheme for maths and this term we
will be studying number:
Multiplication and division and we will
also be studying fractions.

Foundation Subjects:

Geography : Why does the weather

change?
During this unit, the children will

be able to identify seasonal and
daily weather patterns in the
United Kingdom. They will learn
about the location of hot and cold
areas of the world in relation to
the Equator and the North and
South Poles. The children will use
simple compass directions (North,
South, East and West) and use
world maps, atlases and globes to
identify the United Kingdom and
its countries.

DT- Cooking and nutrition: Fruit and
vegetables

During this unit the children will Learn
to distinguish between fruit and
vegetables and where they grow. The
children will design a fruit and
vegetable smoothie and
accompanying packaging.

Science: Plants

During this unit the children will
learn about different wild and
common plants and label

their basic features. They will look
for wild plants in their local area
and discuss plants that we can eat.
The children will then look at trees
and their basic features. They will
look at the difference between
deciduous and evergreen trees
before looking at different leaves
from trees. The children will plant
a seed and keep a plant diary
during the rest of the lessons to
show how their plant grows and
changes.

Reading at home:
Our aim is to work with you to develop
and improve your child’s reading skills.

Music: Your Imagination

All the learning in this unit is focused
around one song, Your Imagination.
The children will listen and appraise
the song Your Imagination and other
songs about using your imagination.
The children will learn and/or build on
your knowledge and understanding
about the interrelated dimensions of
music through: singing, playing
instruments, improvising and
composing.

Computing: Animated Stories

During this unit the children study the
difference between a traditional book
and an e-book. The children will
create a simple e-book. They will add
text, images sound and backgrounds

and will share with a wider audience.

RE: unit 8 Remembering Roots

During our RE unit, we study the theme of
‘Remembering Roots.’

The children will understand the reasons
for why we remember special people,
events and places and how we remember
them.

The children will also explore the theme
‘Being Hopeful and Visionary’ Here the
children will explore hopes for the future -
future careers, aspirations. These themes
will be explored looking at religious
traditions and non-religious worldviews.

PHSE Healthy Me

During this unit the children learn
about healthy and less healthy choices
and how these choices make them
feel. They explore about hygiene,
keeping themselves clean and that
germs can make you unwell. The
children learn about road safety, and
about people who can help them to
stay safe.

PE: Athletics
During this half term children will be
developing their athletics skills. The




English

Phonics

The children have daily phonics lessons
following the Rocket Phonics scheme.
Those needing extra phonics support will
be given interventions as needed.

Reading
In Y1 the children will continue to follow

The Rocket Phonics reading scheme which
links to their Rocket Phonics scheme.

This year we will also be following the Jane
Considine ‘Hooked on Books’ approach to
our reading. Through this approach, the
children are given daily opportunities to
practise both fluency and reading
comprehension skills in a range of
contexts.

Our author of the term is Martin
Waddell -
We will read at a range of stories written
by our author.

Our read loud books for this half term
include:

BEEGU

Writing

We will be using the inspiration of our
model texts ‘Where the Wild Thing Are’
and poem ‘When the World Turned upside
down’ as a vehicle to teach grammar and
punctuation skills in order to produce
pieces of writing in a variety of genres.

Children are expected to read their
reading books every night to help

children develop their reading fluency.
Books will be allocated weekly.

Children will also be able to choose a
‘reading for pleasure’ book from the
class/school library. This is a book
which can be shared with an adult to
enhance the joy of reading. It would
be helpful if parents could record how
children have read in their reading
dairies which should be returned on
Fridays. Here is a super example...
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children will learn the correct running
technique and will be able to run
consistently and smoothly at different
speeds. The children will learn and will be
able to identify the different ways of
jumping and landing. The children will also
develop their throwing techniques. The
children will work as a team and develop
the skills to successfully complete a relay
race.

Year 1 PE day is:

e 1H - Friday
e 1B-Wednesday & Friday

Homework:
e Read at home everyday
e Times tables Rock stars

KEY INFORMATION:

We ask, when possible, for an adult or

older sibling to discuss with the
children what they have read.

Here are a few examples of questions
to discuss:

What has happened so far?
What might happen next?

Find a word/phase that means...?
How do you know
? Why has the
author chosen the word

feeling

Spelling

is

This follows our phonics scheme as
above and includes the tricky high
frequency words. Spellings are taught
in class so there will not be weekly

spelling tests — though they are

assessed

regularly.

Morning snack — children will be
provided with tasty fruit for their
break time. If you wish to provide your
own, please ensure it is a healthy
snack.

Water bottles — please provide your
child with a filled water bottle, these
can be re-filled during the day.

Keep in touch - please contact us should
you have any concerns, queries or wish
to share news to celebrate with us.
Please call the office on 0121 675 6787 or
email us on
enquiry@grestoneacdemy.com

and we will contact you as soon as
possible.

KEY DATES:

17.04.24 - ‘Being Healthy Week’
Workshop 2.00pm (Y1)

06.05.24 -School closure Bank Holiday
25.05.24- Children break up for half
term holidays

REMINDERS

Children should wear the correct
school uniform and black shoes.
Please remember to put your child’s
name in their uniform (including
shoes). Children should not wear any
jewellery, except a watch and stud
earrings. If you find that you are
struggling with uniform, please get in
touch as we can help you.

Thank you for your continued support
from the Y1 team.
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