
  

Summer 1 2024                                                              Welcome to Year 4’s Newsletter 

 
Welcome back to school; we hope 

you’ve had a wonderful break and 

spent some quality time with family 

and friends.  We are looking forward to 

our new topics this half term and this 

newsletter should help to inform you 

of your child’s new learning. 

Meet the team: 

 
4QS – Mrs Sansi - Phase Leader 

 
4QS Mrs Quinlan 
 

 
4R  - Mrs Rani 
 

 
Mrs Churm 

             Foundation Subjects: 
 
Geography - Italy 
By the end of this unit, children will 
have secured their knowledge 
about the location of Italy and 
labelled key information on a map 
of Italy. They will know about key 
physical and human features and 
will locate them on a map. They will 
be able to discuss some aspects of 
Italian culture. Children will 
compare and contrast Italy and the 
UK. 
 
Art - Craft and design: Fabric of 

nature 

In this unit children will describe 

objects, images and sounds with 

relevant subject vocabulary. They 

will create drawings that replicate a 

selected image, select imagery and 

colours to create a mood board 

with a defined theme and colour 

palette. They will complete four 

drawings and understand the work 

of William Morris. Children will 

create a pattern using their 

drawing, taking inspiration from 

mood boards and initial research to 

develop it. They will identify and 

explain where a pattern repeats. 

Children will understand different 

methods of creating printed fabric 

in creative industries and produce 

ideas to illustrate products using 

their designs. 

 

Music - Blackbird 
In this unit children will listen to the 
Beatles song, Blackbird, about 
equality and civil rights. They will 
learn how the Beatles helped to 
reshape Western Pop music in the 
1960s and are one of the most 
successful bands ever and how in 
the 1950s and 1960s, slavery had 
been abolished in America, but 
racism was still rife and life wasn't 
equal for African Americans.  
 

 

Computing – Animation 
In this unit children will discuss what 
makes a good animated film or 
cartoon. They will learn how 
animations are created by hand, find 
out how animation can be created in a 
similar way using the computer, learn 
about onion skinning in animation and 
how to add backgrounds and sounds 
to animations.  They will be introduced 
to ‘stop motion’ animation and be able 
share animation on the class display 
board. 
 
PSHE- Healthy Me  
In this Puzzle children will look at the 
friendship groups that they are part of, 
how they are formed, how they have 
leaders and followers and how they fit 
into them. The children will be asked 
to reflect on their friendships, how 
different people make them feel and 
which friends they value the most. The 
class will also look at smoking and 
vaping and its effects on health, they 
do the same with alcohol and then 
look at the reasons why people might 
drink or smoke. Finally, they talk about 
peer pressure and how to deal with it.  
 
RE 
Religious Education is taught through 
the Birmingham Agreed Syllabus – 
Sacre. Children will learn about values 
through 24 dispositions over the 
course of the school year. This half 
term they will focus on being merciful 
and forgiving. 
 
PE  
PE lessons will take place each week 

and focus on athletics and netball. 

Please ensure children have a white t-

shirt and black shorts/jogging bottoms. 

They will require pumps for indoor and 

trainers for outdoor PE lessons. 

Year 4 PE days are: 

• 4R – Friday morning 

• 4QS – Friday afternoon  

 

 

Welcome to Year 4 



English 
Reading 
In Year 4, we will finish reading the 
novel, Why the whales came  by 
Michael Morpurgo as part of our whole 
class shared read and begin to read 
The Snow walkers son. 
 

 
 
Writing 
We are using Talk for Writing to look at 
a range of genres including a poem, a 
non-chronological report and a journey 
tale as a vehicle to teach grammar and 
punctuation skills. This will in order 
enable the children to produce pieces 
of writing in the variety of genres.   
 
Spelling 
We are continuing to use the No 
Nonsense speliing scheme where the 
children learn spelling patterns to 
enable them to spell words in a range 
of contexts. 
Each week, your child will be focusing 
on a certain patterns or set of words. 
The children will complete activities, in 
which they must understand the word 
and know how to spell them.   
 
Maths 
We are following the White Rose 

Scheme for maths and this half term 

we will be studying decimals, money 

and time. Children will learn how to 

represent and interpret numbers and 

further develop their understanding 

through reasoning and problem-

solving questions. 

Year 4 Multiplication Check -In 
preparation for the annual Year 4 
multiplication check in June, children 
must practice and rehearse their times 
tables. Times Tables Rockstars is an 
incredible way to enjoy this learning. 

Science – Living Things and their 
Habitats  
In this unit children will learn how 
living things can be grouped 
(classified) in different ways 
according to their features and 
classification keys can  
be used to identify and name living 
things. They will learn living things 
live in a habitat which provides an 
environment to which they are 
suited and how these 
environments may change naturally 
e.g. through flooding, fire, 
earthquakes etc and also humans 
cause the environment to change. 
This can be in a good way (i.e. 
positive human impact, such as 
setting up nature reserves) or in a 
bad way (i.e. negative human 
impact, such as littering). 

Reading at home: 

Our aim is to work with you to 

develop and improve your child’s 

reading skills.  Children are 

expected to read their books every 

day to help children develop their 

reading fluency. 

Books will be allocated.  Children 

will also be able to choose a 

‘reading for pleasure’ book from 

the class library. This is a book 

which can be shared with an adult 

to enhance the joy of reading.  It 

would be helpful if parents could 

record how children have read the 

book in their reading record books 

which should be brought in to 

school every day.  

Here is a super example… 

We ask, for an adult or older sibling 
to discuss with the children what 
they have read. 
Here are a few examples of 
questions to discuss: 
What has happened so far? 
What might happen next? 
Find a word/phase that means…? 

MFL – Games and celebrations 
Children will continue learning French 
using the Rising Stars scheme. They 
will learn words and phrases around 
the unit, Games and songs and 
celebrations. 

 

Homework: 
20 minutes of reading per night 
TT Rockstars and weekly spellings. 
 
ClassDojo 
Our school reward system and key 
messages are all communicated 
through Class Dojo. Please ensure you 
have a log in and are setup. Homework 
will also be shared via this system. 
 
KEY INFORMATION: 
Morning snack – children can bring in 
their own healthy snack 
Water bottles – please provide your 
child with a water bottle and these can 
be re-filled during the day. 
Keep in touch – please contact us 
should you have any concerns, queries 
or wish to share news to celebrate 
with us.  Please call the office on 
01216756787 or email us on 
enquiry@grestoneacademy.com and 
we will contact you as soon as 
possible. 
 
KEY DATES: 
8.04.24 Back to school 
16.4.24 Being Healthy workshop  
6.5.24 May Bank Holiday 
  
REMINDERS 
Children should wear the correct 
school uniform and black shoes. 
Children should not wear any 
jewellery, except a watch and stud 
earrings.  If you find that you are 
struggling with uniform, please get in 
touch as we can help you. 
Thank you for your continued support 
from the Y4 team. 
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