
  

 

 
Welcome back to school; we hope 
you’ve had a good break with family 
and friends. We are looking forward to 
our new topics this term and this 
newsletter should help to inform you 
of your child’s new learning. 
 
Meet the team: 
 

                         
              Phase Lead -Ms Foulkes    
 

                        
                       1H – Miss Hadley  
 

                       
                         1 B Miss Gill                                 
 

 

 
          1H - Teaching assistant – Ms Jenkins 
 
English 
Phonics 
The children have daily phonics lessons 
following the Rocket Phonics scheme. 

Maths 
We are following the White Rose 
Scheme for maths and this term we 
will be studying: Geometry Position 
and direction and Number: Place 
Value (within 100). We will also be 
studying, Measurement, with a focus 
on money and time. 

 
Foundation Subjects: 

 
History:  What are the similarities and 
differences between Florence 
Nightingale and Mary Seacole?  

During this unit, the children will 
compare and contrast the lives of 
two influential nurses – Florence 
Nightingale and Mary Seacole. The 
children will begin the unit by 
discussing what makes a person 
significant. They will then explore 
the lives of Florence Nightingale 
and Mary Seacole and consider 
how these individuals have 
influenced nursing today. The 
children will also compare the lives 
and work of the nurses and 
understand why Florence 
Nightingale and Mary Seacole are 
significant individuals in history. 
 
Art- Painting and mixed media: 
Colour 
During this unit the children will 

explore colour mixing through 
paint play, using a range of tools to 
paint on different surfaces.  The 
children will create paintings 
inspired by Clarice Cliff and Jasper 
Johns. 
 
Science: Everyday Materials 

During this unit the children will 
learn about different materials. 
They will be able to identify objects 
made from different materials. 
They will be able to identify the 
difference between an object and 
the material from which it is made. 
Throughout the unit, they will be 
helping Blot, an alien from the 
Plant Glog, who does not know 
anything about materials. The 
children will group and sort 
different materials based on their 

Music:  Reflect, Rewind and Replay 

All the learning in this unit is focused 
on consolidating all the work they 
covered this year.  
The children will be revisiting songs 
and musical activities. They will look at 
the context for the History of Music 
and the beginnings of the Language of 

Music. 
  

Computing: Spreadsheets & Technology 
 outside school   

During this unit the children will be 
introduced to spreadsheets. They will 
learn to navigate around a spread 
sheet and enter data and clip art 
images. They will learn how to use the 
‘move cell’ and ‘lock’ tools. They will 
also learn new vocabulary related to 
spreadsheets.  
The children will understand what is 
meant by ‘technology’ and will learn 
about types of technology used in 
school and out of school. 

 
 

RE: Contemplation 

During our RE unit, we study the theme of 
‘Being Curious and Valuing Knowledge.’ 
The children will explore the value of 
questioning – why is ‘why’ important? 
They will understand the value of holy 
books/sacred scripture for answers to 
life’s questions. They will explore the use 
of scripture, for example: The Bible for 
Christians, The Qur’an for Muslims etc.  
The children will also explore the theme 

‘Being Open, Honest and Truth.’ 

Here the children will learn that telling the 
truth is not always easy but it is still 
important. The children will do activities 
and discussion to explore the importance 

of truth in opposition to untruth. 
 

 

PHSE Changing Me 
During this unit the children learn 
about life cycles, e.g. that of a frog and 
identify the different stages. They will 
compare this with a human life cycle 
and look at simple changes from baby 
to adult, e.g. getting taller, learning to 
walk, etc. They discuss how they have 
changed so far and that people grow 

Welcome to Y1 



Those needing extra phonics support will 
be given interventions as needed. 
 
Reading 
In Y1 the children will continue to follow 
The Rocket Phonics reading scheme which 
links to their Rocket Phonics scheme.  
 
 
This year we will also be following the Jane 
Considine ‘Hooked on Books’ approach to 
our reading. Through this approach, the 
children are given daily opportunities to 
practise both fluency and reading 
comprehension skills in a range of 
contexts. 
 

Our author of the term is Martin 
Waddell - 

We will read at a range of stories written 
by our author.   

    
                 
 
Our read loud books for this half term 
include:  

             

  
 
Writing 
 

We will be using the inspiration of our 
model texts ‘Augustus and his Smile’ 
and ‘Come to Sam’s Circus’ as a 
vehicle to teach grammar and 
punctuation skills in order to produce 
pieces of writing in a variety of genres.  
 
REMINDERS 

Children should wear the correct 
school uniform and black shoes. 
Please remember to put your child’s 
name in their uniform (including 
shoes). Children should not wear any 
jewellery, except a watch and stud 
earrings.  If you find that you are 
struggling with uniform, please get in 
touch as we can help you. 
 
Thank you for your continued support 
from the Y1 team 
 
 

properties. They will also have the 
opportunity to investigate different 
materials to see which material  
would be best to make an umbrella 
and curtains. 
 
 
Reading at home: 

Our aim is to work with you to develop 

and improve your child’s reading skills.  

Children are expected to read their 

reading books every night to help 

children develop their reading fluency. 

Books will be allocated weekly.  

Children will also be able to choose a 

‘reading for pleasure’ book from the 

class/school library. This is a book 

which can be shared with an adult to 

enhance the joy of reading.  It would 

be helpful if parents could record how 

children have read in their reading 

dairies which should be returned on 

Fridays. Here is a super example… 

 

 
 
We ask, when possible, for an adult or 
older sibling to discuss with the 
children what they have read. 
Here are a few examples of questions 
to discuss: 
 
What has happened so far? 
What might happen next? 
Find a word/phase that means…?  
How do you know __________ is 
feeling ________?  Why has the 
author chosen the word __________? 
 
Spelling 
This follows our phonics scheme as 
above and includes the tricky high 
frequency words. Spellings are taught 
in class so there will not be weekly 
spelling tests – though they are 
assessed regularly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

up at different rates. As part of a 
school’s safeguarding duty, pupils are 
taught the correct words for private 
parts of the body They are also taught 
that nobody has the right to hurt 
these parts of the body. Change is 
discussed as a natural and normal part 
of getting older which can bring about 
happy and sad feelings. The children 
will practise a range of skills to help 
manage their feelings and learn how 
to access help if they are worried 
about change, or if someone is hurting 

them. 
  

 
PE: Basketball 
During this half term children will be 
developing a range of basketball skills, 
including dribbling, passing, shooting and 
controlling the ball. The children will also 
learn basic defending skills. They will then 
use these skills in a game. 
 

Year 1 PE day is: 

• 1H – Friday  

• 1 B – Wednesday & Friday  

 

 
Homework: 

• Read at home everyday  

• Times tables Rock stars 
 
KEY INFORMATION: 

Morning snack – children will be 
provided with tasty fruit for their 
break time. If you wish to provide your 
own, please ensure it is a healthy 
snack.  
Water bottles – please provide your 
child with a filled water bottle, these 
can be re-filled during the day. 
Keep in touch – please contact us should 
you have any concerns, queries or wish 
to share news to celebrate with us.  
Please call the office on 0121 675 6787 or 
email us on 
enquiry@grestoneacdemy.com  
and we will contact you as soon as 
possible. 
 
KEY DATES: 
 

18-20.06.24- Chris Connaughton Story 
telling workshop 
24.06.24 Year 1 & 2 Sports Day 9.00-
10.30am 
26.06.24 - Class and Group Photos  
01.07.24 – Staff Training Day  
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