
  

Summer 2 2024                                             Welcome to Year 2’s Newsletter 

 

 
Welcome back to school; we hope you’ve 
had a lovely break and spent a relaxing 
time with family and friends. We are 
looking forward to our new topics this 
term and this newsletter should help to 
inform you of your child’s new learning. 
Meet the team: 
 

                     
               Phase Lead -Ms Foulkes    
 

                    
                 2CT- Mrs Whitehouse 
 
 

                 
                2W – Mrs Uwaerilam 
 

                   
     2CT – Teaching assistant Mrs Parkes 
                      
 
     2CT – Teaching assistant Ms Nahar  
 

Maths 
We are following the White Rose 
Scheme for maths and this term we 
will be studying statistics. We will also 
be studying geometry with a focus on 
position and direction. 

 
Foundation Subjects: 

 
History   – What are the similarities 
and differences between Queen 
Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria? 
 
During this topic, the children will be 
able to compare and contrast the lives 
of two significant British monarchs - 
Queen Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria. 
The children will know what a 
monarch and palace is. They will be 
able to explain who Queen Elizabeth I 
and Queen Victoria were and name 
the time periods they ruled in. The 
children will be able to explain what 
life was like during the reigns of both 
queens and evaluate some of the 
changes that occurred. The children 
will also look at the accomplishments 
of both monarchs and understand why 
the queens are significant individuals 
in history 

 
DT –Mechanisms: Making a moving 
monster 
 

During this unit the children will be 

exploring levers, linkages and 

pivots through existing products 

and experimentation. They will use 

this research to construct and 

assemble a moving monster. 
 

Reading at home: 

Our aim is to work with you to develop 

and improve your child’s reading skills.  

Children are expected to read their 

reading books every night to help 

children develop their reading fluency. 

Books will be allocated weekly.  

Children will also be able to choose a 

‘reading for pleasure’ book from the 

school/class library. This is a book 

which can be shared with an adult to 

enhance the joy of reading.  It would 

be helpful if parents could record how 

children have read their reading 

diaries which should be returned daily. 

Here is a super example… 

Music – Reflect, Rewind and Replay 
All the learning in this unit is focused 
on consolidating all the work they 
covered this year.  
The children will be revisiting songs 
and musical activities. They will look at 
the context for the History of Music 
and the beginnings of the Language of 
Music. 

Computing: Making Music & Presenting 
 Ideas 

During this unit the children will 
be introduced to making music 
digitally using 2Sequence. They will 
explore, edit and combine sounds 
using 2Sequence.The children will 
think about how music can be used to 
express feelings and create tunes 
which depict feelings. The children will 
create their own tune using the 
sounds which they have added to the 

Sounds section. 
The children will also explore how a 
story can be presented in different 
ways. They will use a variety of 
software to manipulate and present 
digital content and information. This 
will include collecting, organising and 
presenting data and information in 
digital content. 

 
 
PSHE – Changing Me 
During this topic, the children will learn 
about changes. The children will compare 
different life cycles in nature, including 
that of humans. They reflect on the 
changes that occur (not including puberty) 
between baby, toddler, child, teenager, 
adult and old age. Within this, children 
also discuss how independence, freedoms 
and responsibility can increase with age. 
As part of a school’s safeguarding duty, 
pupils are re-taught the correct words for 
private parts of the body. They are also 
reminded that nobody has the right to 
hurt these parts of the body, including a 
lesson on inappropriate touch and 
assertiveness. Children practise a range of 
strategies for managing feelings and 
emotions. They are also taught where 
they can get help if worried or frightened. 
Change is taught as a natural and normal 
part of growing up and the range of 

Welcome to Y2 



English 
Phonics 
The children have daily phonics lessons 
following the Rocket Phonics scheme. 
Those needing extra phonics support will 
be given interventions as needed. 
 
Reading 
In Y2 the children will continue to follow 
The Rocket Phonics reading scheme which 
links to their Rocket Phonics scheme.  
 
This year we will also be following the Jane 
Considine ‘Hooked on Books’ approach to 
our reading. Through this approach, the 
children are given daily opportunities to 
practise both fluency and reading 
comprehension skills in a range of 
contexts 
 
Writing 
We will be using the inspiration of our 
model texts ‘The day the elephant led the 

parade’ and ‘How to wash a Woolly Mammoth’ 

as a vehicle to teach grammar and 
punctuation skills in order to produce 
pieces of writing in a variety of genres.  
 
Spelling 
As children are still learning phonics, their 
spellings will follow our Rocket Phoincs, 
including tricky words and high frequency 
words. Children will have weekly spelling 
test where they will take home common 
exception words to learn. 
 
Spelling test  
2W- Tuesday  
2CT- Friday  
 

Science -Plants: How do seeds and bulbs 
grow into healthy plants? 
During this unit of work, children will learn 

about different seeds and bulbs. They will 

learn about plants we can eat and begin to 

gather seeds. They will also look at what 

plants need to grow and what they need 

to continue to grow and stay healthy. 

 

 

 
 
We ask, when possible, for an adult or 
older sibling to discuss with the 
children what they have read. 
Here are a few examples of questions 
to discuss: 
 
What has happened so far? 
What might happen next? 
Find a word/phase that means…?  
How do you know __________ is 
feeling ________?  Why has the 
author chosen the word __________? 
 
 
Our read aloud books for this half 
term are: 
     

   
 
 
PE Basketball  
During this half term children will be 
developing a range of basketball skills, 
including dribbling, shooting, 
controlling the ball and a  variety of  
passes. The children will also learn 
basic defending skills. They will then 
use these skills in a game. 
 
 
 
 
Year 2 PE days are: 
•2CT   – Wednesday & Thursday 
•2W – Thursday 
 
 
       

              

emotions that can occur with change are 
explored and discussed. 
 
 
 
RE- Being Imaginative and Exploratory & 
Appreciating Beauty 
During this unit the children will develop 
an understanding of being imaginative 
and exploratory. The children will explore 
questions such as ‘what do we see in our 
minds’ and ‘how do we use our 

imagination.’ The children will also 
explore what different religious 
people think about God. The children 

will also learn that appreciating beauty 
can take many forms.  They will learn how 
to appreciate beauty through their five 
senses. They will consider what religious 
people find beautiful.  
 
Homework: 

• 10 minutes of reading per night 

• Timetables Rock Stars 

• Learn spelling  
 
KEY INFORMATION: 
Morning snack – children will be provided 
with tasty fruit for their break time. 
Water bottles – please provide your child 
with a water bottle, which can be re-filled 
during the day. 
Keep in touch – please contact us should 
you have any concerns, queries or wish to 
share news to celebrate with us.  Please 
call the office on 0121 675 6787 or email 
us on enquiry@grestoneacademy.com  
and we will contact you as soon as 
possible. 
 
 
KEY DATES: 
 

18-20.06.24- Chris Connaughton Story 
telling workshop 
24.06.24 Year 1 & 2 Sports Day 9.00-
10.30am 
26.06.24 - Class and Group Photos  
01.07.24 – Staff Training Day  
 
 
REMINDERS 
Children should wear the correct school 
uniform and black shoes. Please 
remember to put your child’s name in 
their uniform (including shoes). Children 
should not wear any jewellery, except a 
watch and stud earrings.  If you find that 
you are struggling with uniform, please 
get in touch as we can help you. 
Thank you for your continued support 
from the Y2 team.  
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