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Welcome to Y3

Summer 2 2024

Welcome to Year 3’s Newsletter

Welcome back to school; we hope
you’ve had a wonderful break and
spent some quality time with family
and friends. We are looking forward to
our new topics this half term and this
newsletter should help to inform you
of your child’s new learning.

Meet the team:

3W — Miss Patel
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3LF Mrs Forbes

Mrs Chand

Foundation Subjects:

History — Indus Valley

Children will learn about Indus
Valley, an ancient, 'lost' urban
civilisation discovered by
archaeologists in the Indian
subcontinent in the early 20th
Century. They will understand that
it was a Bronze Age civilisation and
make brief comparisons to Britain
and Ancient Egypt. They will make
historical deductions and
inferences by looking at a range of
artefacts and architecture such as
houses, figurines and the Indus
script to build up a picture about
the past. They will understand that
because less is known about this
civilisation than others, historical
interpretation is continuously
changing and developing.

Art - Sculpture and 3D: Abstract
shape and space

In this unit children will learn how
to transform 2d card shapes into
three dimensional structures and
sculptures. Children will explore
abstract shapes and space, develop
skills in constructing 3d objects and
understand the difference between
2d and 3d art.
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Religious Education is taught
through the Birmingham Agreed
Syllabus — Sacre. Children will learn
about values through 24
dispositions over the course of the
school year. This half term they will
focus on being open, honest and
truthful and being attentive to the
sacred.

MFL- Growing things

Children will continue learning
French using the Rising Stars
scheme. They will learn words and
phrases around the unit, growing
things.

Music — Reflect, rewind and replay

In this unit children will consolidate the
learning from throughout the year. All
the learning will be focused around
revisiting songs and musical activities.
Children will have an understanding of
the context for the History of Music
and the beginnings of the Language of
Music.

Computing- Simulations and graphics
In this unit children will consider what
simulations are, explore a simulation
and then analyse and evaluate a
simulation. In their graphing lessons
children will Learn how to enter data
into a graph and answer questions, to
solve an investigation and present the
results in graphic form.

PSHE- Changing Me

In this Puzzle children will know that in
animals and humans lots of changes
happen between conception and
growing up. Children will learn as
humans, a mother carries the baby and
this is where it develops. Children will
know that babies need love and care
from their parents/carers and some of
the changes that happen between
being a baby and a child. Children will
also explore and identify stereotypical
family roles and challenge these ideas
e.g. it may not always be Mum who
does the laundry.

PE

PE lessons will take place each week
and focus on athletics and netball.
Please ensure children have a white t-
shirt and black shorts/jogging bottoms.
They will require pumps for indoor and
trainers for outdoor PE lessons.

Year 3 PE days are:
3LF —Wednesday afternoon

3W - Monday morning




English

Reading
In Year 3, this half term we will be

reading and studying the text: The
Sheep Pig by Dick King-Smith. We will
be continuing our whole class reading
approach, including Book Talk sessions,
giving all pupils the chance to read
aloud and discuss the text, as well as
utilising the reading domains —
inference, retrieval, summary and
predicition and author vocabulary
choice when answering
comprehension questions.
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Dick King-Smith

The master of animal adventures

Writing

We are using Talk for Writing to look at
a range of genres including an
explanation and a persuasive write as a
vehicle to teach grammar and
punctuation skills. This will in order
enable them to produce their own
pieces of writing in the variety of
genres. Children will write an
adventure story and an explanation.

Spelling
We are continuing to use the No

Nonsense speliing scheme where the
children learn spelling patterns to
enable them to spell words in a range
of contexts.

Each week, your child will be focusing
on a certain patterns or set of words.
The children will complete activities, in
which they must understand the word
and know how to spell them.

Maths

We are following the White Rose
Scheme for maths and this term we
will be studying time, shape and
statistics. Children will develop
confidence in the use of manipulatives
to recognise the size of numbers and
answer reasoning and problem-solving
questions.

Science — Light

Children will continue with their
learning on the topic of light. They
will learn dark is the absence of
light and we cannot see anything in
complete darkness. They will know
some objects, for example, the sun,
light bulbs and candles are sources
of light and the light from the sun
can damage our eyes and therefore
we should not look directly at the
sun and can protect our eyes by
wearing sunglasses or sunhats in
bright light. They will know
shadows are formed on a surface
when an opaque or translucent
object is between a light source
and the surface and blocks some of
the light and the size of the shadow
depends on the position of the
source, object and surface.

Reading at home:

Our aim is to work with you to
develop and improve your child’s
reading skills. Children are
expected to read their eBook
/chosen reading book at least three
times to help children develop their
reading fluency. There will be more
information to follow regarding e-
books and how to access them.

Books will be allocated weekly.
Children will also be able to choose
a ‘reading for pleasure’ book from
the class library. This is a book
which can be shared with an adult
to enhance the joy of reading. It
would be helpful if parents could
record how children have read the
eBook in their yellow journals
which should be returned on
Fridays.

We ask, when possible, for an adult
or older sibling to discuss with the
children what they have read.

Here are a few examples of
questions to discuss:

What has happened so far?

What might happen next?

Find a word/phrase that means...?
How do you know is
feeling ? Why has the

author chosen the word
?

KEY INFORMATION:

Morning snack — children can bring in
their own healthy snack.

Water bottles — please provide your
child with a water bottle and these can
be re-filled during the day.

Keep in touch — please contact us
should you have any concerns, queries
or wish to share news to celebrate
with us. Please call the office on
01216756787 or email us on
enquiry@grestoneacademy.com and
we will contact you as soon as
possible.

KEY DATES:

3.06.24 Back to school

24.6.24 Sports Day

3.7.24 Transition Day

17.7.24 Parents Evening — drop in
19.7.24 End of school year

REMINDERS

Children should wear the correct
school uniform and black shoes.
Children should not wear any
jewellery, except a watch and stud
earrings. If you find that you are
struggling with uniform, please get in
touch as we can help you.

Homework:
20 minutes of reading per night and TT
Rockstars and weekly spellings.

Thank you for your continued support
from the Y3 team.
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