Welcome to Year 4

Welcome to Year 4’s Newsletter

Welcome back to school; we hope
you’ve had a wonderful break and
spent some quality time with family
and friends. We are looking forward to
our new topics this half term and this
newsletter should help to inform you
of your child’s new learning.

Meet the team:

4Q

4R - Mrs Rani

Mrs Churm

Foundation Subjects:

History - Romans

By the end of this unit, children will
be able to explain the impact the
Roman empire had on life in
Britain. They will learn about the
invasion of Britain and the eventual
conquest. The children will also
look at detail at some aspects of
the Romanisation of Britain such as
Roman roads, the Roman number
system, language and calendars.
They will end the unit by deciding
on their favourite legacy and create
an information poster to present to
other children.

Design and Technology - Electrical
systems: Torches
In this unit children will learn how

to identify electrical products and
explain why they are useful.
Children will learn how to make a
working switch. They will Identify
the features of a torch and how it
works and describe what makes a
torch successful. Children will
create suitable designs that fit the
success criteria and their own
design criteria to create a
functioning torch with a switch.

Music — Reflect, rewind and replay
In this unit children will consolidate
the learning from throughout the
year. All the learning will be
focused around revisiting songs and
musical activities. Children will have
an understanding of the context for
the History of Music and the
beginnings of the Language of
Music.

Science —Living Things and their
Habitats

This half term, children will
continue their learning on living
things and their habitats and the
different ways they can be
classified according to their
features. They will learn living

Computing — Hardware Investigators

In this unit children will understand the
different parts that make up a
computer, how hardware refers to the
physical parts of a computer or device.
They will know the names of the parts
inside the computer casing are often
called the components and the parts
that are attached to the computer
case are called peripherals. Children
will learn how software describes the
programs that run on the computer.

PSHE- Changing Me

In this Puzzle children will know that
change is a normal part of life and that
some changes cannot be controlled
and have to be accepted. Children will
know that change can bring about a
range of different emotions and how
they can appreciate their own
uniqueness and that of others.
Children will also explore strategies for
managing the emotions relating to
change.

RE

Religious Education is taught through
the Birmingham Agreed Syllabus —
Sacre. Children will learn about values
through 24 dispositions over the
course of the school year. This half
term they will focus on living by rules
and being temperate, self-disciplined
and seeking contentment.

PE

PE lessons will take place each week
and focus on athletics and netball.
Please ensure children have a white t-
shirt and black shorts/jogging bottoms.
They will require pumps for indoor and
trainers for outdoor PE lessons.

Year 4 PE days are:

e 4R -Friday morning
e AQS - Friday afternoon




English

Reading

In Year 4, we will finish reading the
novel, The Snow walkers son as our
whole class shared read and begin to
read The Firework Makers Daughter by
Philip Pullman.
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Writing

We are using Talk for Writing to look at
a range of genres including a journey
tale and a diary entry as a vehicle to
teach grammar and punctuation skills.
This will in order enable the children to
produce pieces of writing in the variety
of genres.

Spelling
We are continuing to use the No

Nonsense speliing scheme where the
children learn spelling patterns to
enable them to spell words in a range
of contexts.

Each week, your child will be focusing
on a certain patterns or set of words.
The children will complete activities, in
which they must understand the word
and know how to spell them.

Maths

We are following the White Rose
Scheme for maths and this half term
we will be studying shape, statistics
and position and direction. Children
will learn how to represent and
interpret numbers and further develop
their understanding through reasoning
and problem-solving questions.

Year 4 Multiplication Check -Children
will be completing their multiplication
check 3-14 June. Children must
practice and rehearse their times
tables. Times Tables Rockstars is an
incredible way to enjoy this learning.

things live in a habitat which
provides an environment to which
they are suited and how these
environments may change naturally
e.g. through flooding, fire,
earthquakes etc and also humans
cause the environment to change.
This can be in a good way (i.e.
positive human impact, such as
setting up nature reserves) orin a
bad way (i.e. negative human
impact, such as littering).

Reading at home:

Our aim is to work with you to
develop and improve your child’s
reading skills. Children are
expected to read their books every
day to help children develop their
reading fluency.

Books will be allocated. Children
will also be able to choose a

‘reading for pleasure’ book from
the class library. This is a book
which can be shared with an adult
to enhance the joy of reading. It
would be helpful if parents could
record how children have read the
book in their reading record books
which should be brought in to
school every day.

Here is a super example...
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journals.

We ask, for an adult or older sibling
to discuss with the children what
they have read.

Here are a few examples of
guestions to discuss:

What has happened so far?

What might happen next?

Find a word/phase that means...?

MFL —Tell me a story / weather
Children will continue learning French
using the Rising Stars scheme. They
will learn words and phrases around
the unit, Raconte-moi une histoire - Tell
me a story and also complete their unit
on weather.

Homework:
20 minutes of reading per night
TT Rockstars and weekly spellings.

ClassDojo
Our school reward system and key

messages are all communicated
through Class Dojo. Please ensure you
have a log in and are setup. Homework
will also be shared via this system.

KEY INFORMATION:

Morning snack — children can bring in
their own healthy snack

Water bottles — please provide your
child with a water bottle and these can
be re-filled during the day.

Keep in touch — please contact us
should you have any concerns, queries
or wish to share news to celebrate
with us. Please call the office on
01216756787 or email us on
enquiry@grestoneacademy.com and
we will contact you as soon as
possible.

KEY DATES:

3.06.24 Back to school

3-14.6.24 Year 4 MTC window
24.6.24 Sports Day

3.7.24 Transition Day

17.7.24 Parents Evening —drop in
19.7.24 End of school year

REMINDERS

Children should wear the correct
school uniform and black shoes.
Children should not wear any
jewellery, except a watch and stud
earrings. If you find that you are
struggling with uniform, please get in
touch as we can help you.

Thank you for your continued support
from the Y4 team.
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