Welcome to Y6

Don't count the days, make the days count.

Summer 2 2024

Welcome to Year 6’s Newsletter

U )

¥
Vew 1

We are looking forward to our new
topics next half term and this
newsletter should help to inform you

of your child’s new learning.

Year 6 Team:

Mrs Simpson-Lewis (Phase
Leader)

6S Mr Skinner — class teacher
6R Mrs Rajput — class teacher
Mrs Thaper —Teaching Assistant

English

Reading:

The children will be following the
Jane Considine approach in order
for them to talk confidently about
what they have read.

For our class novel, we be reading
the book The Arrival by Shaun Tan.
We will be continuing our whole
class reading approach, including
Book talk sessions, giving all
children the chance to read aloud
and discuss the text, as well as
utilising the reading domains —
inference, retrieval, summary and
predicition and author vocabulary
choice when answering
comprehension questions.

We are following the White Rose
Scheme for maths and this half term we
will be studying statistics; fractions,
decimals and percentages; area,

perimeter and volume.

Weekly times tables test will take place.
Times tables remain vital to children’s
mental maths - the quicker they recall
times table knowledge, the easier a
whole range of problems and
calculations become. Please encourage
your child to spend time at home using

Times Tables Rockstars

Foundation Subjects:

Geography: Our Changing World

This is a gre_at topic in which the
children will know some of the many
ways in which the world around them is
changing. From coastal erosion to
political changes, there are many factors
at work. Children will learn about the
structure of the United Kingdom and
how its shape and geography have
changed over thousands of years. Using
an online database of photographs,
children will explore how landscapes
change.

French: What is the News?
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The children will be able to understand
announcements about TV programmes and
give times using the 24-hour clock. They
will also be able to understand, give and
discuss opinions about programmes and

articles.

RE:

The children will be studying the topic
‘Contemplation’. In this topic, children will
consider the questions: How do we define a
perfect life? How do Christians, Jews and
Buddhists reflect on what it means to
develop and grow in life? What does
Hinduism and Jainism teach about reflecting
on your journey through life? What does

Islam teach about life’s journey?

PE:

Physical Education,

The topics for this term are:

Invasion Games — Tag Rugby
Striking/Fielding Games - cricket

PE will be delivered by our sports coach.
Year 6 PE day is:

6R Tuesday and Thursday

65 Monday and Thursday

Homework:

Homework will be given out weekly and we
ask your support in ensuring your child
completes and hands in their homework.

20 minutes of reading per night

TT Rock Stars at least 10 minutes per night
Maths

Reading comprehension

Spelling

Grammar and punctuation




Our aim is to work with you to
develop and improve your child’s
reading skills. Children are expected
to read their reading books daily for
at least 10 minutes to help develop
their reading fluency. Children will
also be able to choose a ‘reading for
pleasure’ book from the class library.
This is a book which can be shared
with an adult to enhance the joy of
reading. It would be helpful if
parents could record how children
have read in their reading journals

which should be in school every day.

We ask, when possible, for an adult
or older sibling to discuss with the
children what they have read.

Here are a few examples of questions
to discuss:

What has happened so far?

What might happen next?

Find a word/phase that means...?
How do you know is

feeling ? Why has the

author chosen the word
)

Writing:

approach for writing. Children will
produce extended pieces of writing in
a variety of genres such as: a
newspaper report,a persuasive letter
and a desriptive narrative.

Spelling

We are using the No Nonsense
spelling scheme where the children
learn spelling patterns to enable
them to spell words in a range of
context.

Each week, your child will be
focusing on a certain sound or set of
words. The children will complete
activities, in which they must
understand the word and know how

to spell them. Every week, we

memories

This Kapow unit teaches children to
create expressive sculptures and reﬂect
on artistic decisions. Children will learn
to represent memories through art, using
various materials and techniques, and
develop skills in planning, creating, and

evaluating 3D sculptures.

Science: Evolution and Inheritance
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In this unit, children will learn about
variation and adaptation. They will be
able to explore how both Charles
Darwin and Alfred Wallace separately

developed their theories of evolution.

Music:

In the summer term year 6 will be
working on a stage production of
Benjamin Brittan’s Noah's Ark with
professional singers and musicians. This
will mean that music will be taught in a

block. It will also include costume

design and mask making.
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The children will be working on the
Purple Mash units ‘Quizzing’. In the
Quizzing unit, children will be using a
variety of Purple Mash tools to create
quizzes on different topics and for
different audiences and will have the
opportunity to share them with others.

PSHE:

This term, we are going to be exploring
the topic ‘Changing Me’ where children
will be able to express how they feel
when changes happen to themselves and
others. Children will also learn about
the importance of maintaining positive
relationships with others whilst still
keeping their own identity.

KEY INFORMATION:

Morning snack — children can bring in their
own healthy snack — no crisps, sweets or
chocolates please

Water bottles — please provide your child
with a water bottle and these can be filled
up during the day.

Keep in touch — please contact us should
you have any concerns, queries or wish to
share news to celebrate with us. Please call
the office on 0121 6756787 or email us on
enquiry@grestoneacademy.com and we will
contact you as soon as possible.

KEY DATES:

3.06.24 — Back to School

24.06.24 - Y5 and Y6 Sports Day
26.06.2%+ — Leavers’ Photos
27.06.24 — KS2 Summer Disco
01.07.24 — Teacher Training Day
01.07.24 - Y6 swimming starts
03.07.24 — Transition Day

12.07.2%4 — Summer Fayre

15.07.24 — Reports out

15.07.24 - Y6 performance at St Mary’s
Church Handsworth

17.07.24 — Parents’ Evening Drop In
18.07.2 — Y6 Leavers’ Disco
19.07.24 - Y6 Leavers” Assembly

REMINDERS:

Children should wear the correct school
uniform and black shoes. Children should
not wear any jewellery, except a watch and
stud earrings. If you find that you are
struggling with uniform, please get in touch
as we can help you.

Thank you for your continued support
from the Y6 team.

Jhank You
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mailto:enquiry@grestoneacademy.com

informally assess the progress of
these spellings.




