
  

Spring 1 2026                                                       Welcome to the Year 2 Newsletter 

 
 

We hope you had a restful and enjoyable 
break, and that your children are feeling 
refreshed and excited to return to learning 
and personal development. We are really 
looking forward to exploring our new 
topics this term, and this newsletter will 
give you an overview of what your child 
will be learning in the weeks ahead. 
 
Meet the team: 
                     
                        

 
                       
 
 

 
 

Year 2 Teacher – Mrs Haque 
         
 
 
           
                     
 
 
 

Teaching Assistant - Mrs Chand 
 

 
 
 
 
Teaching Assistant - Mrs Rashid 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Geography-Why is our world 
wonderful? 
This term, the children will be learning 
all about wonderful places around the 
world. They will begin by learning 
about the UK’s amazing landscapes 
and features before moving on to 
developing an understanding about 
the oceans around the world and their 
ecosystems. Following this, all children 
will learn about natural habitats 
before embarking on a field study of 
the habitats in the local area.  
 
Art and Design- woven wonders 
In art lessons this half term, our 
children will be learning about making 
a box loom. The artist we will be 
focusing on is Cecilia Vicuna. They will 
explore their own ideas using a range 
of media, use their art sketchbooks to 
explore ideas, develop fine motor 
control through using a wide range of 
tools to draw, paint and create crafts 
and sculptures, explore and analyse a 
wider variety of ways to join and fix 
materials in place. This will include 
wool wrapping, threading, weaving 
and creating a woven piece of 
artwork.  
 
Science- Animals including humans- 
comparing animals 
This term, the children will be learning 
about comparing animals. They will 
name and describe the physical 
features of a range of animals, sort 
animals into groups based on their 
similarities and differences, identify 
characteristics specific to mammals, 
birds, reptiles, amphibians and fish 
and recall the diets of carnivores, 
herbivores and omnivores. Following 
on from this, they will work together 
as a class to gather data about which 
animals would make suitable pets. 
Finally, children will learn about an 
important Scientist called Jane Goodall 
and her contribution to Science and 
Habitats. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spelling  
 
 
 
 
We are excited to announce that Grestone 
Academy will be following the Purple 
Mash scheme of work for spelling. This 
complements our phonics scheme, 
ensuring all children are taught the key 
spelling rules which are included in the 
National Curriculum for Year 1 and Year 2 
children. Each week, they will have a 
spelling lesson, spelling homework and 
then a spelling test. 
 
Computing: Technology outside School/ 
Grouping and Sorting- Purple Mash 
In the first unit, the children will sort items 
by different criteria away from the 
computer. At the computer, they will use 
grouping on Purple Mash to sort items. 
They will be introduced to the term 
‘algorithm,’ linking it to following a 
process. The second unit encourages the 
children to consider how technology is 
used outside of the school environment. 
They will also investigate the types of 
technology used around Grestone 
Academy.  
 
PSHE – Dreams and Goals 
In this topic, children will learn about how 
to set ambitious goals for the future. The 
strands are setting a simple goal, working 
out how to achieve it, understanding how 
to work well with a partner, tackling new 
challenges, working out how to overcome 
obstacles when attempting to achieve a 
goal and helping others to achieve their 
goal.  
 
RE- Creating Unity and Harmony, 
Participating and willing to lead 
Through this topic the children will learn 
about how God is seen in different beliefs 
as a unifying Creator. Children will learn 
about the story of ‘The Good Samaritan.’ 
They will then learn about the Sikh 
practice of ‘Langar’ before moving on to 
the rituals of Hajj for Muslims and the 
wearing of ‘Ihram.’ In the second unit, 
children will learn about the importance 
of individual participation in and outside 
of school. 
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English- Phonics 
The children have daily phonics lessons 
following the Rocket Phonics scheme. 
Those needing extra phonics support will 
be given interventions as needed. 
Reading 
In Y2, the children will continue to follow 
The Rocket Phonics reading scheme which 
links to their Rocket Phonics scheme. They 
will have daily reading lessons in class with 
an adult. 
 
All children also have several additional 
reading lessons during the week to 
develop their reading stamina and 
comprehension skills. We utilise a scheme 
called ‘Jane Considine’ for this. During 
their reading lessons, children will be 
exploring the genres of fiction with the 
story of ‘Laila and the secret trouble 
magnet’ and in the Non-fiction unit,  
children will learn how to create a non-
chronological report with the text focus 
being ‘The world’s smallest and largest 
bird.’ 

 
 
Writing 
We will be using the inspiration of our 
model texts as a vehicle to teach grammar 
and punctuation skills to produce pieces of 
writing in a variety of genres. For children 
in Bellingham, the focus for narrative 
writing will be around the text ‘A Lion in 
Paris’ before children move on to learning 
about different habitats. This will support 
them to write a non-chronological report.  
 
Maths 
We are following the White Rose Scheme 
for Maths. The first unit children will learn 
about is money. They will develop their 
skills in counting money in pounds and 
pence, working out change, calculating 
with money, comparing amounts of 
money, and solving 2 step money 
problems. They will then move on to 
multiplication and division- recognising, 
making, and adding equal groups. This will 
move onto multiplying and dividing by 2, 5 
and 10. Each lesson will include reasoning 
and problem solving to help them apply 
the skills they have learnt. Children will 
also be developing their arithmetic and 
mental maths skills through fortnightly 
teaching and testing key skills.  
 

Reading at home: 
Our aim is to collaborate with you to 
develop and improve your child’s 
reading skills. Children are expected to 
read their reading books every night to 
help children develop their reading 
fluency. Books will be allocated 
weekly. Children will also be able to 
choose a ‘reading for pleasure’ book 
from the class/school library. This is a 
book which can be shared with an 
adult to enhance the joy of reading. It 
would be helpful if parents could 
record how children have read in their 
reading dairies which should be 
returned on Fridays. Here is a super 
example… 
 

 
 
We ask, when possible, for an adult or 
older sibling to discuss with the 
children what they have read. 
Here are a few examples of questions 
to discuss: 
 
What has happened so far? 
What might happen next? 
Find a word/phase that means…? How 
do you know __________ is feeling 
________? Why has the author chosen 
the word __________? 
 
Music – ‘In the Groove’ 
In The Groove is a song that was 
specially written for classroom use to 
teach children about different styles of 
music. This is an amazingly easy song 
to learn and has been arranged in six 
different styles: Blues, Baroque, Latin, 
Bhangra, Folk and Funk. Each week, 
they will listen and learn a different 
style of ‘In The Groove.’  
 
In the ‘Listen and Appraise’ section of 
this unit, children will also listen to a 
well-known song in that week's style. 
Each lesson includes vocal warm-ups, 
singing and playing instruments with 
or without notation. Children will then 
learn to improvise the song in groups. 
 

PE: Team Building 
Our PE for this half term is team building. 
The sports coaches will teach children 
how to work well in a team in a variety of 
different sports. A reminder that children 
come to school with their PE kit on so that 
PE time is used in its entirety for physical 
education. The PE day is Monday. 
 
Homework: 

 Read at home everyday  
 Phonics 
 Spelling 
 Maths linked to what has been 

taught in school 
 
KEY INFORMATION: 
Afternoon snack – children will be 
provided with tasty fruit for their break 
time. If you wish to provide your own, 
please ensure it is a healthy snack (no 
nuts).  
 
Water bottles – please provide your child 
with a filled water bottle, these can be 
refilled during the day. 
 
Keep in touch – please contact us should 
you have any concerns, queries or wish 
to share news to celebrate with us. 
Please call the office on 0121 675 6787 or 
email us on 
enquiry@grestoneacdemy.com  
and we will contact you as soon as 
possible. 
 
REMINDERS 
Children should wear the correct school 
uniform and black shoes. Please 
remember to put your child’s name in 
their uniform (including shoes). Children 
should not wear any jewellery, except a 
watch and stud earrings. If you find that 
you are struggling with uniform, please 
get in touch as we can help you. 
 
Thank you for your continued support 
from the Y2 team. 
 

 


