
  
Spring 2026                                              Welcome to Year 5’s Newsletter 

 
Welcome back to school; we hope 
you’ve had a wonderful break and 
spent some quality time with family 
and friends.  We are looking forward to 
our new topics this half term and this 
newsletter should help to inform you 
of your child’s new learning. 
 
Year 5 Team: 

 
Mrs Sansi - Phase Leader/Assistant 
Head of School 
 

 
Gill - Miss Alim – Class Teacher 
 
Tolkien – Miss Akhtar – Class Teacher 
 

 
Mrs Parkes - Teaching Assistant 
 
 
 

Foundation Subjects 
 
Geography: Why do oceans 
matter? 
In this unit, children will know the 
location of key physical features in 
countries studied and why the 
ocean is important. They will know 
some positive and negative impacts 
of humans on the 
environment.  Children will know 
that GIS is a digital system creates 
and manages maps and is used to 
support analysis for enquiries. They 
will gain an understanding of some 
issues in the local area. 
 
DT: Structure: Bridges 
In this unit children will explore 
different ways to reinforce 
structures: how triangles can be 
used to reinforce bridges, how 
material selection is important 
based on properties and the 
function and aesthetic properties 
of wood. Children will learn the 
difference between arch, beam, 
truss and suspension bridges and 
will know how to carry and use a 
saw safely. 
 
Science: Forces and space 
In this unit, children will know the 
Sun is a star at the centre of our 
Solar System. They will learn how 
the Sun, Earth and Moon are 
approximately spherical bodies. 
 They will learn the names, order 
and relative positions of the planets 
and other main celestial bodies and 
how the moon is a celestial body 
that orbits a planet. They will 
explore the Earth and other planets 
which orbit around the Sun, about 
how the tilt of the Earth and its 
orbit around the Sun causes the 
seasons and how the Earth’s 
rotation causes day and night. 

Computing 
The children will be working on the 
Purple Mash unit Databases. In this 
unit, children will learn how to search 
for information on a database and 
create a database around a chosen 
topic. 
 
Music 
In music we will be studying Make You 
Feel My Love. The unit presents an 
integrated approach to music where 
games, pulse, rhythm, pitch, singing 
and playing instruments are all linked. 
As well as learning to sing, play, 
improvise and compose with this song, 
children will listen and appraise other 
pop ballads. 
 
PSHE 
This term, we are going to be exploring 
the topic ‘Dreams and Goals’. The 
children will share their dreams and 
goals and how they might need money 
to help them achieve them. They will 
consider jobs that people they know 
do, they look at the fact that some jobs 
pay more money than others and 
reflect on what types of jobs they 
might like to do when they are older. 
The children will also look at the 
similarities and differences between 
themselves (and their dreams and 
goals) and someone from a different 
culture.  
 
RE 
The children will be studying the 
topics, ‘Commitment‘ and 
‘Contemplation’. They will reflect on 
questions such as: Why does the truth 
matter? How do the members of non-
religious traditions find out what is 
right? How do Christians find out what 
is right? How do Christians learn to live 
openly honestly and truthfully?  
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English  
Reading  
The children will be following the Jane 
Considine approach in order for them 
to talk confidently about what they 
have read. For our class novel, we will 
be reading the text Farther by 
Grahame Baker-Smith. We will be 
continuing our whole class reading 
approach, including Book Talk sessions, 
giving all children the chance to read 
aloud and discuss the text, as well as 
utilising the reading domains – 
inference, retrieval, summary and 
prediction and author vocabulary 
choice when answering 
comprehension questions. 
 

 
 
Writing 
The children will be following the Jane 
Considine approach for writng.   
Children will produce a narrative piece 
based on the book ‘Zoo’ by Anthony 
Browne and a non-fiction piece based 
on the text ‘Refugees’.  
 
Spelling 
We are using the Purple Mash spelling 
scheme where the children learn 
spelling patterns to enable them to 
spell words in a range of context. 
Each week, your child will be focusing 
on a certain sound or set of words. The 
children will complete activities, in 
which they must understand the word 
and know how to spell them. Every 
week,  we informally assess the 
progress of these spellings.   
 
French 
The children will be learning to speak 
and write in French and our topic for 
this half term is: On the Way to School. 
Children will be able to listen to and 
follow simple directions in French and 
be able to give and sequence 
instructions.  
 

Reading at home 

 
Our aim is to work with you to 
develop and improve your child’s 
reading skills.  Children are 
expected to read their reading 
books daily for at least 10 minutes 
to help develop their reading 
fluency. Children will also be able 
to choose a ‘reading for pleasure’ 
book from the class library. This is a 
book which can be shared with an 
adult to enhance the joy of reading.  
It would be helpful if parents could 
record how children have read in 
their reading journals which should 
be in school every day. We ask, 
when possible, for an adult or older 
sibling to discuss with the children 
what they have read. 

Here are a few examples of 
questions to discuss: 
What has happened so far? 
What might happen next? 
Find a word/phase that means…?  
How do you know __________ is 
feeling ________?  Why has the 
author chosen the word 
__________? 
 
Maths 
We are following the White Rose 
Scheme for maths and this half 
term we will be focusing on: 
multiplication, division, multiplying 
fractions by an integer and finding 
fractions of amounts. Weekly times 
tables test will take place. Times 
tables remain vital to children’s 
mental maths - the quicker they 
recall times table knowledge, the 
easier a whole range of problems 
and calculations become. 
 
 
KEY DATES 
05.01.26 Back to school 
13.02.26 Break up for half term 
holiday 
 

PE 
PE lessons will focus on sport specific 
hand and eye skills for basketball, 
rugby and handball and will take place 
each week. Please ensure children 
have a white t-shirt and black 
shorts/jogging bottoms. They will 
require pumps for indoor and trainers 
for outdoor PE lessons. 

PE day 
Tolkien – Tuesday 
Gill – Thursday 
 
Homework 
Homework will be given out weekly 
and we ask your support in ensuring 
your child completes and hands in 
their homework. 

20 minutes of reading per night 
TT Rockstars at least 10 minutes per 
night 
Maths 
Reading comprehension 
Spelling 
 
KEY INFORMATION: 
Morning snack – children can bring in 
their own healthy snack – no crisps, 
sweets or chocolates please. 

Water bottles – please provide your 
child with a water bottle and these can 
be filled up during the day. 

Keep in touch – please contact us 
should you have any concerns, queries 
or wish to share news to celebrate 
with us.  Please call the office on 0121 
6756787 or email us on 
enquiry@grestoneacademy.com and 
we will contact you as soon as 
possible. 

REMINDERS 
Children should wear the correct 
school uniform and black shoes. 
Children should not wear any 
jewellery, except a watch and stud 
earrings. Children to come into school 
wearing their PE kit on PE days. If you 
find that you are struggling with 
uniform, please get in touch as we can 
help you. 


